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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


A Case of Poisoning with Strychnine relieved by Chloroform. 
By Gro. L. Upsnur, A. M., M. D., Surgeon to U.S. Marine 
Hospital, Norfolk, Member of Am. Med. Association, Xc., Xe. 


On the 80th of March, 1853, I was called to see the child of 
Mr. F., sick with chronic diarrhea. It was born on the 2d of 
January, and consequently was not quite three months old. 
When less than two weeks old, its bowels became disordered, and 
I had frequently prescribed medicine for it from the description 
given of the case by the father. It took first one simple astrin- 
gent and then another, with now and then an alterative dose of 
calomel, but nothing seemed to exercise any permanent control 
over the affection. The child thus became, in a short time, much 
emaciated and enfeebled, and I was requested to visit it on 30th 
of March. Found it feverish, thirsty and restless, with a move- 
ment of the bowels every hour or two, and scarcely any diges- 
tive power left. The milk was passed from the bowels in the 
same state as it left the stomach, and there were frequent nau- 
sea and vomiting. I ordered one of the following powders three 


times a day: 
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RK. Ext. Kramerix gr. xv. 
Puly. Dover. — gr. xil. 
Pulv. Rhei gr. Vj. 
Strychniz gr. 1-5th. 
M. Chart. 12. 

In the course of two or three days there was a manifest im- 
provement in the condition of the patient; the nausea ceased, 
the dejections became less frequent and more natural, and the 
mother’s milk seemed to agree as it never had done before. The 
powders were continued until 24 had been taken, when they were 
discontinued, and I left the child fairly convalescent. 

On the 14th of April the father came to my office to say that 
the child’s bowels had again become disordered, but there was 
no fever, and it was very sprightly. I ordered a tea-spoonful of 
infusion of rhubarb with six drops of paregoric to be given three 
times a day. On the 20th there had been no improvement, and 
I was requested to visit it. inding it in nearly the same con- 
dition that it was on the 30th of March, I determined to give the 
strychnia again, and in larger doses. ‘The following is the pre- 
scription : 

R. Pulv. Dover. gr. xv. 
Cretze Prep. gr. xxx. 
Pulv. Rhei = gr. viii. 
Strychnie gr. }. 

M. Chart. 15. 8S. A powder three times a day. 

The child took the first dose at one o'clock ; at two the mother 
discovered that it was becoming very restless—frequently start- 
ing, as it were involuntarily, and, now and then, becoming quite 
rigid. These symptoms gradually increased in violence until 4 
o'clock, when I was sent for, the messenger informing me that 
the child had strong convulsions. Arriving in a few minutes, I 
found the patient lying in the lap with almost every muscle in 
the body acting spasmodically. The spasms were tetanic, with 
very short intervals between the paroxysms. There was no heat 
about the head, nor, indeed, any feverish action, and the child’s 
intellect was perfectly clear, as was evinced by the cry of suffer- 
ing which was uttered between the paroxysms, and the earnest 
look for relief cast upon every person around it. ‘The spasms 
resembled more nearly than anything else a violent shuddering, 
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or agitation of the whole frame—the hands being tightly 
clenched, the body bent backwards, and the limbs immoveably 
rigid. 

I immediately ordered a mustard plaster to be applied down 
the spine, and, while I went for some chloroform, directed equal 
parts of brandy and water to be freely given. I was absent half 
an hour, and on my return found the convulsions more violent, 
if possible, than ever. Fifteen drops of chloroform were sprinkled 
on a towel, folded in the shape of a funnel, and applied over the 
patient’s mouth and nose. In four minutes she was fully under 
the influence of the remedy, and snored aloud. The towel was 
removed, and as soon as consciousness began to return the spasms 
also began to re-appear, when it was again applied. The child 
was thus kept fully under the influence of the chloroform for 
feur hours, at the end of which time, there being no tendency to 
a recurrence of the convulsive movement, the remedy was dis- 
continued, the entire quantity inhaled being f3ss. 

For two days afterwards the child had frequent bloody, slimy 
stools, accompanied by a good deal of pain and fever; but these 
symptoms yielded readily to a blister on the abdomen, and ni- 
trate of silver ecnemata, with laudanum. ‘The child is now in 
better health than she has been since her birth, being four 
months old on the 2d inst. 


Remarks.—This case presents some exceedingly interesting 
points, The tender age of the patient, the very small dose of 
strychnia—only 1-30th of a grain—the length of time that the 
chloroform impression was maintained, and the perfectly satis- 
factory result of the treatment, are all matters of great interest 
to the medical man. At first I was disposed to doubt the possi- 
bility of so minute a dose of strychnia producing such violent 
symptoms, and began to think that some mistake had been com- 
mitted by the apothecary ; but, upon inquiry, I learned that the 
prescription had been put up by one of our most careful apothe- 
caries, whose attention was called at the moment to the necessity 
of being careful in weighing the stryclnia, by an older member 
of the firm. I do not think it probable that more than half a 
grain was put in the fifteen powders, so that the child could not 
have taken more than a thirtieth of a grain. When it is remem- 
bered, that one twentieth of a grain had, but a few days before, 
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been given every day for eight days, without any unpleasant ef- 
fects, it seems almost incredible that a thirtieth of a grain should 
produce such alarming symptoms. 

Is it possible, that the action of strychnia, like that of digitalis, 
is cumulative ? If so, then the convulsions in this case may have 
resulted from the whole amount of the poison which the child 
had taken from the 30th of March to the 14th of April, instead 
of from the simple dose of one thirtieth of a grain. But the 
best writers on Materia Medica do not consider strychnia to be 
cumulative in its action—certainly not to the same extent as 
digitalis—for Taylor, in his work on Poisons, says, “when the 
dose is gradually raised, the system may become habituated to 
the poison, so as to resist the effects of a very large dose;” 
and Pereira has seen the dose gradually increased, until one 
grain and a half was taken three times a day, without dangerous 
consequences. Boyle, however, remarks, «‘ that some cases show 
a tendency to its becoming cumulative in its action.” 

Tam not disposed to believe, however, that the symptoms in 
this case were due to the cumulative action of the poison. The 
medicine was entirely discontinued on the 6th of April, and was 
not resumed until the 14th, eight days after. The symptoms, 
too, followed the administration of the powder on the 14th too 
quickly, and were too marked in their character, to be attributed 
to any other cause than the powder; so, that after a careful re- 
view of all the attending circumstances, and without a desire to 
give undue weight to any one of them, I am satisfied that the 
child was poisoned by only the thirtieth of a grain of strychnia, 
and that the dose would have been fatal but for the chloroform. 

This is probably the smallest dose of strychnia that ever pro- 
duced symptoms which threatened to destroy life. Taylor quotes 
from the Brit. Amer. Journ. for Aug., 1847, the case of Dr. 
Warner, who was killed in fourteen minutes by taking half a 
grain; and Dr. Watsou reported a case, in the Med. Gaz., for 
1845, of a girl, et. 13, who died from taking three quarters of a 
grain ; but in both these cases the dose was larger, in proportion 
to the age of the patient, than in the case herein reported. 

The magic effect of the chloroform deserves some notice. Its 
impression was maintained for four hours with the happiest re- 
sults. In less than five minutes the child became perfectly com- 
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posed, and soon was in a profound sleep. At every recurrence 
of the convulsive movement, two or three inspirations were suf- 
ficient to produce perfect composure, until the force of the 
poison had expended itself, when the chloroform was discontinued, 
and the patient recovered without further serious symptoms. 

In conclusion, I may be permitted to say, that I report this 
case only for what it is worth. As I have said elsewhere in the 
pages of this Journal, it is very unphilosophical to deduce any 
general principle in therapeutics from a solitary observation, and, 
therefore, in giving this case to the public I do not intend to 
commit the error which is so often committed—that of seeking 
to establish a permanent law from the treatment of a single case. 
I merely give the facts, viz: that I administered the thirtieth of 
a grain of strychnia to a child three months and twelve days 
old; that, in a short time, the child had all the serious symptoms 
that are attributed to a poisonous dose of strychnia, and which, 
to all appearance, would have destroyed life had they continued ; 
and that it was kept under the influence of chloroform for four 
hours, and recovered without having any return of spasm or 
other serious symptom. I believe the recovery was due to the 
chloroform. 

Norfolk, Va., May 7th, 1853. 





Medico- Topographical Remarks on the County of Fauquier, Va. 
By G. RK. B. Horner, M. D., Surgeon U. 8. Naval Station, 
Philadelphia. 


This county—one of the largest in the State—lies forty miles 
westward of the District of Columbia, and extends fifty miles 
from North to South. On the East it is bounded by Broad Run, 
one of the tributary streams of the Potomac ; and on the South- 
west by the Hedgmon, the northern branch of the Rappahan- 
nock. The lower half of the county is gently undulated and 
level, the upper portion generally hilly and mountainous. The 
soil of the former is very sandy in parts,—alluvial and clayey 
in others. Hence its marshyness and unwholesomeness during 
wet weather. The soil of the latter, or northern portion, is 
generally loamy, lighter, and more productive; but there are 
exceptions, as the part termed Marshall’s manor, in the western 
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portion of the county, which is glady, sandy, and barren to a great 
extent. Other exceptions might be made; but the soil of the 
northern portion may be justly called fertile, both naturally and 
artificially. Grain of every kind, clover, hay, various fruits, 
and vegetables abound ;’ farms are in fine order, and sell at high 
rates. The most valuable mineral production is gold, which is 
found in the white flint or quartz rocks, about the central part of 
the county, in small quantities, but more abundantly in the mines 
at the southern part. Slate, black rock, limestone, sandstone of’ 
fine quality,—for paving and building,—are found plentifully in 
quarries here and there; but limestone chiefly north of the Rap- 
pahannock mountain. In the sandy parts the pine flourishes ; 
in the flinty the chestnut ; in other parts grow the red, white and 
black oak, the walnut, white poplar, cornus florida, hickory, and 
other forest trees. Interspersed are the haw, quince, chinquepin, 
cedar, locust, cherry, apple, pear, peach, persimmon ; and many 
medicinal plants, as the dewberry, serpentaria, stramonium, ta- 
raxicum, night-shades, sage, horehound, green and spear-mint, 
pennyroyal, hop, wild turnip, chenopodium anthelminticum and 
sassafras. Some of these plants are due to cultivation, others 
grow spontaneously and luxuriously, when located in suitable 
soils—as the green mint along branches; the pennyroyal or 
mentham pelegium on the road sides, and hills uncovered by 
forests. In neglected fields the dew and blackberry and luscious 
strawberry abound, until the young pines shoot up, spontane- 
ously, and ultimately overwhelm them. This occurs with 
surprising rapidity ; and in a few years once barren land is 
seen shaded by a dense, high waving forest of these trees. 
In a short time longer, they become fit for fences and build- 
inys, and always afford shelter to wild and domestic animals 
during winter, and the severe storms of rain, thunder and light- 
ning, so common in summer. Cattle are the most abundant and 
profitable of the latter. Vast numbers are driven, when half 
grown, from the north-western part of the State, grazed for a 
year, and then sold at a large advance,—usually at double 
price,—from the richness of the pastures, and the abundance of 
fine water found in every valley. 

Hares, opossums, raccoons, foxes, squirrels, larks, robins, 
woodcock, snipe, sparrows, blackbirds of several species, part 
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ridges, and wild turkeys, are the principal game. Wild pigeons 
occasionally appear, and are killed in great numbers. Hawks, 
and especially crows, are the pests of the land, and the turkey- 
buzzard, in mild weather, is ever seen soaring aloft in quest of 
his epicurean fare. 

From the proximity of the Blue Ridge, which bounds the 
northern and north-western parts of the county, and from the 
height of the other mountains, as well as other causes, the cli- 
mate is cool and variable,—subject to great changes in tempe- 


- rature, and in warm weather to occasional tornadoes of great 


violence, which always come from towards the mountains. 
Within a few years, several of the former have occurred, and 
blown down dwellings and other houses, including a large brick 
church in Warrenton, the county town—a handsome one, situ- 
ated on an elegant hill in the centre of Fauquier, 650 feet above 
tide-water, and overlooking the whole of the lower part of the 
county. Hail-storms sometimes happen; and one which took 
place about thirty-five years ago was so violent and destructive 
to vegetation and buildings, that it cannot be forgotten. It 
then fell in lumps so large as to shiver every glass struck, to kill 
grass, and leave its marks not only on it, but on every housetop. 

From this vicissitude of climate, pulmonary affections are very 
common ; pleurisy, pneumonia, and phthisis are familiar causes 
of death; and scarlet-fever, in winter, has been still more fatal 
among children. In 1815 the typhus pneumonia prevailed ex- 
tensively in the low, damp country south and east of the town, 
and carried off many victims. Rheumatism abounds among the 
slaves, and in summer miasmatic fevers, remittent and intermit- 
tent, occur in some parts, near mill-dams and large streams; but 
of late years the bilious fever has been rare. Indeed, from Dr. 
Chilton, one of the chief physicians in the town, I understand he 
has hardly ever met with it, and that another physician, of much 
greater experience, informed him he had not had a case for ten 
years. Notwithstanding the climate is faulty, the inhabitants 
of Fauquier are distinguished for health, activity, energy, and 
enterprise, and attain as great longevity as any in the State. 
Those who become invalids have access to that delightful 
and commodious watering-place, called Lee’s, or the Warrenton 
Springs. They are on the left bank of the Rappahannock, six 
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miles southwest of the town, and accessible by a well-graded 
turnpike extending from the town to them. The railroad from 
Alexandria to it renders them very convenient to Eastern inva- 
lids ; and as the water is sulphurous, magnesian, and palatable, 
it is found well adapted to those affected with digestive disorders, 
and particularly dyspepsia. But of late, an alum spring in the 
adjoining county of Culpepper has become a rival; and I found 
a lady, who had long suffered from this complaint, using it largely, 
having procured a supply at her residence in Warrenton. But 
the most important case occupying the medical faculty was 
one of medical jurisprudence. The facts were these, so far as I 
could learn by attending the trial and from report:—Last fall, 
two negro men kindled a fire on the eastern branch of the above 
river, near the springs, and engaged at night in fishing. While 
there, two overseers—Hunter and Curtis—forming a patrol, and 
intoxicated, it was asserted, discerned the fire and negroes, 
and hailed them. In answer, as it was dark, and they 
could not see distinctly, they inquired whether the former 
were white or black. This enraged the patrol, and, rush- 
ing up, they assaulted the negroes: one fled and saved himself ; 
the other was seized, beaten, thrown down, and choked to death, 
without his assailants being fully aware of it, as they dragged 
him to an adjacent house and left him. Anxious concerning 
him, they returned after a while, and finding him dead, to con- 
ceal their guilt, dragged him along a branch, and threw 
him into the river where it was not over a foot deep. He was 
there found; an inquest of physicians and others was held, and 
his body was dissected. From the marks of violence about it, 
the bruises on the face, engorgement of the lungs, and bloated 
features, they were satisfied he was strangled. The overseers 
were apprehended, made some confessions, retracted them, and 
were tried in April before Judge Tyler of the Superior Court. 
The counsel for the defence cross-questioned the witnesses, puz- 
zled the doctors no little, and endeavored to prove that the man 
was either drowned or unintentionally killed ; and to sustain him 
in the first position, urged the fact of some water having been 
found in the lungs. After hearing the arguments on both sides, 
the jury—believed to have been packed from persons of a like 
kind to the criminals—retired, and in a short time returned into 
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court, and rendered a verdict of death «from involuntary homi- 
cide.” When the learned judge heard this, he became enraged, 
reprimanded both jury and criminals, and told the first he did not 
believe any other persons in the courthouse besides themselves 
believed the deceased owed his death to that cause, He then 
imposed on the prisoners a heavy fine—with the price of the 
negro, it was said, amounting to $2000—and sentenced them to 
three months’ longer imprisonment. To end the chapter, it may 
be well to state that incensed justice or some malignant wretch, 
on the first day of this month, applied the torch to the court- 
house steeple during the night; and that handsome edifice, so 
many years the pride and admiration of the country, crumbled 
into ruins, while its antique bell, tumbling from its dizzy height, 
gave its last knell and sounding its own funeral dirge, sank 
into the fiery gulf beneath. It was there soon irrecoverably 
melted. At this sad spectacle every beholder mourned; and 
among the sorrowful crowd looking on—as the Jews of old in 
sight of their burning temple—was an old negro man, leaning 
against the brick enclosure of the courthouse, and sobbing bit- 
terly, that one of his race had so recently been allowed to be 
murdered, and to remain unavenged. Who was the incendiary 
is still a conjecture. Many have been suspected——whites and 
blacks, slaves and freemen, have been accused of burning this 
and the many other houses burnt in Warrenton within the last 
two years. A member of the bar has been accused of it, and 
acquitted. From the burning of the courthouse so soon after 
the above trial and unsatisfactory sentence of the overseers, rea- 
son is entertained of that having been caused by the negro 
who escaped from them, or some other one offended at their being 
so slightly punished; but the author of this fire is still un- 
known, and we shall have to ascribe it to that very common 
and convenient origin of mischief in modern times, spontaneous 
combustion, which is supposed to have caused the late destruction 
of such a great amount of public property at the New York navy- 
yard. To the same cause we might plausibly ascribe all the 
fires mentioned before, had they not occurred in the cool of 
the night, instead of the heat of the day, when there is so 
much greater tendency to that phenomenon. 
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Singular Case of Foreign Substances in the Intestinal Canal. 
By D. Hayes Acenew, M. D., Philadelphia. 


The following case I am induced to report from its very sin- 
gular character :—On examining the body of an individual who, 
I believe, labored under some mental alienation during life, my 
attention was attracted to an adhesion between the parictal and 
visceral layer of peritoneum over the coecum, upon the separation 
of which a small opening was perceived through the walls of the 
intestine, disclosing a dark-looking substance, which, upon ex- 
amination, proved to be a large mass of straw, little less than 
an ordinary sized fist, and firmly impacted in all the space below 
the ileo-ccecal valve. Noticing the transverse colon very much 
distended, an incision was made into its cavity, where were found 
a pair of suspenders, three rollers, and a quantity of thread, 
interwoven with one another. The webbing, which evidently 
was his suspenders, exceeded one and a quarter inches in 
breadth, ani must be several feet in length, inasmuch as it ex- 
tended through the ascending, transverse, and a portion of the 
descending colon, and doubled in several places upon itself. 
The rollers were of ordinary muslin, over one inch in width and 
the same in diameter, but which must have been of much greater 
size when swallowed, as they had, in their progress along the 
intestines, become unrolled, leaving long ends which were en- 
cased within layers of feeculent matter, The peritonitis, which 
no doubt had been the principal cause of death, was not, how- 
ever, produced by the escape of any intestinal matter into the 
serous cavity, no such discharge having occurred. The opening 
into the coecum only presented itself after the reflected layer of 
the peritoneum was separated therefrom. Had life been pro- 
longed, it is highly probable that the ulceration would have ex- 
tended through the walls of the abdomen, and the cecal contents 
passed out by this artificial route. 
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Principles of Organie and Physiological Chemistry. By Car. 
Liwie, M. D.; Ph. D., Ordinary Professor of Chemistry at 
the University of Zurich, &e. Translated by Daniel Breed, 
M. D., of the U. 8. Patent Office. Philada. A. Hart: 1853. 


pp. 481, octavo. 


We confess to a feeling of satisfaction in looking over this 
book, arising chiefly from gratification from having so rich a vein 
of German chemical literature opened to our free access, yet not 
a little, also, from the American origin of the translation. Dr. 
Breed, whilst a student with Léwig, conceived the idea of trans- 
lating this work of his preceptor, and executed a large portion of it 
whilst enjoying personal intercourse with the author. The ex- 
ceeding fullness of the terminology and the peculiar views of the 
author, as exhibited in his endeavor to substitute rational for 
empirical formulze, has rendered the task one of great difficulty ; 
yet we believe it has been executed in a manner to do justice to 
Dr. Liwig, and great credit to the translator. Further, the book 
itself is well «« gotten up ”’ by the publisher, and is quite as free 
from errors of the press as such complex typography is usually 
found to be. Let us now look at the volume as Dr. Breed has 
unfolded it to us, and see if within the space allowed to this no- 
tice we can convey an idea of its character. 

Dr. Léwig is the author of «« Chemie der Organischen Verbin- 
dungen,”’ (an octavo of 3000 pages,) which is now passing 
through its third edition. The present work may be looked upon 
as an introduction to that great work, and is intended to explain 
more fully the principles adopted in it, especially those which, 
originated with the author. For this reason many of the details 
common in works on organic chemistry, as the names of disco- 
verers, manufacturing processes, etc., are omitted. The « Princi- 
ples” is in two parts; the first is devoted to explaining the con- 
stitution and formation of organic compounds in general, and 
the constitution of organic radicals in particular, and is an essay 
on the philosophy of organic chemistry, of the highest order. 
The immense accumulation of observations on organic substances 
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verers, manufacturing processes, etc., are omitted. The « Princi- 
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on the philosophy of organic chemistry, of the highest order. 
The immense accumulation of observations on organic substances 
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and products renders it absolutely necessary to adopt wider and 
more simple generalizations than have yet been offered, by which 
the phenomena of organic combinations may be classed in a more 
harmonious relation, and the laws which govern and control 
their intricate affinities developed, so as to impress the beautiful 
simplicity of a natural arrangement on the vast heterogeneous 
mass, and marshal it into order. The work of our author is an 
attempt in this direction. He is a thorough advocate of the 
Theory of Radicals; not as originally broached by Berzelius, but 
much modified, so as to harmonize many facts that are prominent 
in the views of Dumas, Laurent, and Gerhardt, as exhibited in 
the doctrine of Substitution, and the Theories of Types and Nu- 
clei. There are two ways of viewing the formula or symbolical 
representation of the composition of an organic compound. In 
the first, the number of atoms of each element is simply indi- 
cated; thus C, H, O, represents the elementary constituents of 
acetic ether, and is its empirical formula, or just what would be 
obtained by an analysis, supposing it presented to a chemist for 
the first time, and before any attempt at discovering its nature 
was made. In the second, the atoms are grouped so as to exhibit 
the proximate constitution of the substance, thus:—C, H, 04-C, 
H, O, indicates that the substance is a compound of ether and 
acetic acid; whilst C, H,, 0+C, H,, O, explains further that 
ether is the oxide of the radical ethyl, and that acetic acid is 
the oxide of the radical acetyl, and is its rational formula. 

A radical is that part of a compound which preserves its iden- 
tity when the other part or parts are removed and replaced by 
other elements or substances: For instance, nitrogen, in the 
five compounds which it forms with 1, 2, 8, 4 and 5 equivalents 
of oxygen, is a s¢mple radical, whilst the substance C, H, in ether 
is called a compound (or organic) radical, because the atom of 
oxygen, which by union constitutes it ether, may be replaced by 
chlorine, bromine or sulphur, without destroying the essential 
affinity of its atoms. Such radicals our author calls primary 
organic radicals. Now, a second series of radicals are obtained 
from these by the substitution, partially or wholly, of other ele- 
ments for the hydrogen. Thus—acetyl= C, H, is under favor- 
able circumstances acted on by chlorine, which displaces its hy- 
drogen, forming three equivalents of hydro-chloric acid, and re- 
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places the hydrogen with equivalent atoms of chlorine, so as to 
produce ©, Cl,=chloracetyl. Now, in this reaction the specific 
atomic affinity of the acetyl remains undisturbed, whilst the 
matter itself has been changed, and the resulting chloracetyl acts 
the part of a radical, forming chlor-acetic acid with oxygen, and 
a chloride with chlorine, just as acetyl does, yet possessing dif- 
ferent properties. It is therefore called by our author a derived 
radical. In the instance mentioned the substitution has been 
complete; in other cases it is only partial, as where valeryl—= 
C,, H, becomes by partial displacement of hydrogen atoms 
H, Hi. 

C,, Cl, and further, C,, Cl,. Owing to this law of substitution the 
derivative compounds are exceedingly numerous, yet such a mu- 
tual relation exists among the substances traceable to a common 
primary radical, that, as an entire group, they constitute a natu- 
ral family, just as the botanical affinities of plants constitute a 
family in the natural system of Jussieu. 

Radicals may be considered as the elements in inorganic com- 
pounds, and may be called compound atoms acting as a whole. 
It frequently happens that two or even more of these compound 
atoms unite to form a radical, in which case the combining ea- 
pacity of the compound is generally determined by but one of 
them. Such are called paired radicals and the indifferent body 
the pairling. Thus, C, H,=(C, H,)~C,H, in which C, H, is 
the passive molecule and C,H the active one, the former being 
enclosed in brackets and connected with the other by a hyphen. 
If, as occasionally happens, two active radicals unite, a double 
radical results, as in succinic acid, wherein C, H, 0,=(C, H,) 
O,~~ (C,H) O, the resulting acid being bi-basic and is a true 
double acid. 

Radicals are sometimes ¢someric, that is, have the same ele- 
mentary composition, yet, in combining with the same substances, 
yield compounds varying in properties. Thus, C,, H, represents 
the composition of the radicals of benzoic and salicylous acids, 
yet, while in the first the formula represents a simple radical, 
the second is a paired radical consisting of (C, H,)~~C,, Hy. 

Other radicals are polymeric when their relative proportion of 
atoms is the same, but their absolute proportion different, as in 
the hydro-carbon volatile oils; and in yet other compounds, 
though the absolute and relative number of the atoms is the 
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Same, they have a different proximate arrangement and are 
called metameric. Thus, hydrated acetic acid and formate of 
methyl are both composed of C, H, O,, yet the formula of the 
former is HO, (C, I;) O,, whilst that of the latter is (C, H,) O, 
(C,H) QO. 

The Chapter of Dr. Liwig on the formation of organic com- 
pounds is replete with original observations and possessed of un- 
usual interest. It is the highest aim of the Organic Chemist to 
unfold the ultimate constitution of bodies, and then trace back 
their constituents to their simplest forms. The various affinities, 
each in its sphere of action among definite atoms or groups of 
atoms, which are the uniting influence that impresses proximate 
character on the endless variety of chemical products, constitute 
a study of the deepest interest. The primitive affinities are the 
strongest and most permanent, and give rise to organic sub- 
stances with but few atoms, whilst under the various degrees of 
secondary affinity the more complex and less permanent com- 
pounds result. The formation of organic compounds results, 

Ist, From the decomposition of inorganic substances, gene- 
rally under the influence of the vitality of plants with the co- 
operation of light, but in some instances by artificial means ; and, 

2d, By the decomposition of other organic compounds by 
means of manifold influences. 

The formation of organic compounds in the vegetable organism 
from carbonic acid and ammonia is the part of vegetable physi- 
ology most interesting to the chemist. The cases where organic 
bodies are derived from inorganic materials by strictly chemical 
processes, are few, and not well marked. The chief source of 
these products are from the decomposition of other organic 
bodies under the influence of electricity, of heat, of fermentation 
and putrefaction, of the vital functions in the animal organism 
on the one hand, and by the influence of other chemical bodies 
on the other. Our space does not admit, else we would gladly 
give our readers the whole of this chapter. 

The third chapter, on the Constitution of Organic Radicals, 
embraces many of the author’s peculiar views. The following 
extract will show how he explains the constitution of the hydro- 
carbon radicals : 

«‘ By far the greater number of organic compounds are to be 
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traced back to radicals which consist of carbon and hydrogen, 
and were called above J/ydro-carbyls. By an accurate observa- 
tion and comparison of these in every aspect which they present, 
it is found that they belong to different groups, and that those 
of each group mostly form an ascending series, in which each 
successive member contains the same number of carbon and hy- 
drogen atoms as the preceding. But whilst the radicals of one 
group, in their combining proportions, are allied to hydrogen and 
the positive metals, those of another agree in this relation with 
the negative. 

In all the radicals of the hydro-carbyls may be distinguished, 
1. The Active Element or Molecule; and 2. The Ascending 
Passive Component, by which individual members of a group are 
formed. Jn all Organic Ltadicals which have a positive charac- 
ter, the active part is 17; inthe Negative C,H. The ascending 
passive member of the Component is always CU, H,. All radicals 
which appear as simple combinations of the components C, H.,, 
with the active H, or C,H, form the class of the L/ydrotsocarbyls, 
but if between the ascending C, H, and the active Hf or C,H an- 
other molecule of carbon enters=C,, C,, C,, C,, which may be 
considered as a Nucleus, we thus obtain the class of Léydropoly- 
carbyls.”’ 

Hydroisocarbyls are first treated of in the special part of the 
work, the first group being the Methyl group Component C, H, 
and active element H. ‘The known members of this group are 


Ist member Methyl U, BH, H=U, H, 
2d « Ethyl 2C, H, H=C, H, 
4th « Valyl 4C, H,, HC, H, 
oth «« Amyl 5C, H,, H=C,, H,, 
16th « Cethyl 160, H,, H=C,, ,, 
24th ++ Cerossyl 24 C, H,, H=C,,H,, 
27th <« Cerotyl 27 C, H,, H=C,, H.. 
80th «« Melissyl 80 C, H,, H=C,, Hg, 


The radicals of this group all behave towards chlorine, bro- 
mine, iodine, sulphur, selenium, ete., as hydrogen does. 

The second is the formyl group, the Component being C, H, ; 
the active molecule formyl—C,H. ‘This is the most numerous 
at present known. The following members have been discovered 
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Member 1 Acetyl C, H,, CHC, H, 
« 2 Propionyl 2C, H,, C,H=C, H, 
« 8 Butyryl 3 C, H,, C,H=C, H, 
« 4 Valeryl 4C, H,, C,H=—C,, H, 
« § Capronyl 5 C, H,, C,H =C,, H,, 
« 6 Oenanthyl 60, H,, C,HA=C,, H,, 
« J Capryl 7 C, H,, C,H=C,, H,, 
« 8 Pelargonyl 8 C, H,, C,H=C,, H,, 
« 9 Caprylyl 90, H,, C, HacOp H, 
«10 Cocyl 100, H,, C, H=Q,, H,, 


«© 11 Laurosteryl 11 €, H. C, Ben Cy H,, 
« 13 Myristicyl 13 C, H, ,C, H=C., H, 


«© 14 Benyl 14 C, H,, C,H=C,, H 

‘¢ 15 Palmityl 15 C, H,, C, H=C,, i, 

« 16 Margaryl 16 C, H,, CH= C.. H.. 23 
« 17 Stearophanyl 17 C; H,, C.LH=C,, H,; 
«© 21 Behanyl 21 C, H,, C,H=C,, H,; 
«© 23 Cerossyl 23 C, H,, C,H=C,, H,,- 
« 26 Cerotyl 26 C, Hy, C,H= C,, H.3 
«© 29 Melissiny] 29 C, H,, C,H=0,, H;5, 


The radicals of this group all possess the capability of form- 
ing acids with 3 atoms of oxygen. 

These examples will suffice to explain Dr. Liwig’s views of the 
radicals of the first division. ‘The Hydropotycarbyls are an ex- 
tremely numerous class, and are divided into five groups. Four 
of these are based on the proportion of the carbon nucleus, and 
the fifth includes volatile oils, camphors and resins. 

The second division, or CARBYLS, includes every radical which 
consists of two or more atoms of carbon, of which oxatyl= C,, the 
radical of oxalic acid, is a type, and embrace nearly all the or- 
dinary vegetable acids, like the oxalic, citric, malic, ete. 

The third division, or AZOCARBYLS, includes Cyanogen and its 
compounds, Paraban, Fulminan and Mellan. 

The fourth division, HypRoAzocARBYLS, includes the uren 
compounds and the organic alkalids, of which Glycocoll and 
Kreatin are members. 

The fifth division, or HypRILs, embraces the organic salt bases 
or alkaloids, including the nitrogen bases, the paired nitrogen 
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bases, and those containing the metals, as Kakodyl, Stibmethy], 
Bismeethyl, ete. 

The sixth division includes “ organic combinations of a higher 
order.” 

Ist. Non-nitregenous compounds, as the tannic and lichen 
acids, coloring matters, bitter principles, common vegetable and 
animal matters, as celulose, starch, gum, sugar and pectin. 

2d. Nitrogenous compounds, as the protein substances, animal 
tissues and coloring matters. 

And lastly, the general products of decomposition, as ulmin, 
humin, ete. 

Such is a hasty bird’s-eye sketch of the « Principles”’ of Dr. 
Liwig,—too slight indeed,—yet sufficient to show how deeply he 
is penetrated with the importance of the Theory of Radicals, 
and how far he is disposed to carry it in attempting to harmo- 
nize it with the nucleus theory and other hypotheses. That many 
of his views of proximate constitution will melt away before the 
light of scientific progress there can hardly be a doubt, whilst 
others—and important ones too—will be confirmed and regis- 
tered among demonstrable realities. The grasp of mind neces- 
sary to embrace the rapidly increasing catalogue of organic pro- 
ducts, so as to generalize successfully, belongs to the highest 
order of intellect; yet in the repeated attempts that have been 
made to discover the laws of a natural system, theory after theory 
has been erected, like the scaffolding around St. Peter’s, 
to decay away, and be renewed by each generation, until, in 
the progress of time, the true laws of organic combination shall 
have been so far established as to need them no longer. 

As a book for the advanced student, the work of Dr. Liwig 
will prove extremely useful from its clearness and comprehen- 
siveness, and whilst he may be disinclined to admit, or at least 
pause to consider many of the ultra-theoretical views of the 
author, as not sufficiently supported by observation and experi- 
ment, he cannot but derive the greatest interest from his clear 
reasoning in numerous others. 
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A Clinical Phrase Book ; in English and German. Containing 
the usual questions and answers employed in examining and 
prescribing for patients ; questions in asking for and buying 
medicines, etc. ete. By Montaomery Jouns, M. D. Philada. 
Lindsay & Blakiston ;-1853. 


This unpretending little volume supplies a want often felt by 
those who, unacquainted with the German language, are un- 
avoidably brought into contact with the people in Hospitals and 
Dispensaries, and more rarely in private practice. 

The questions are arranged in the order commonly followed in 
examining a patient, according to the model of Recamier, given 
in Stillé’s Elements of General Pathology ; while the answers 
present that latitude which will suffice to elicit the sort of in- 
formation necessary to correct diagnosis. 

To facilitate its use, there is attached to the volume, an Eng- 
lish-German and German-English pronouncing lexicon, contain- 
ing all the words occurring in the phrases, with the chief tech- 
nical terms of medical writers and apothecaries. The convenient 
size of the book enables it to be readily carried in the pocket, 
and we feel sure that no one who knows its usefulness, as we do, 
will fail to possess it. Our warmest thanks are due to the au- 
thor for the admirable and satisfactory manner in which he has 
executed his task. 














1858. ] American Medical Association. 


co 


REPORTS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
Held at New York, May 3d, 1855. 


The American Medical Association held their sixth annual meet- 
ing in the Presbyterian Church, Bleecker street, the President, Dr. 
BeverLy R. WELLForD, of Va. in the Chair, The morning was occupied 
by the Committee of Arrangements, in receiving delegates from the 
several States. At 114 A. M., the meeting organized, and the Presi- 
dent welcomed the Delegates to the City. There were nearly five-hun- 
dred ge otnese present. 

Dr. F. CAMPBELL Stewart, Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ment and Reception, before reading the list of Delegates, congratulated 
the Association on the recurrence of its anniv ersary. Seven years had 
elapsed since the preliminary meeting of the Convention, which recom- 
mended the organization of this National Congress ; and, as New York- 
ers, the committee indulged in feelings of proud satisfaction at the tri- 
umphant success which had attended so important a movement, origi- 

nating in their State. The labors of the learned body had been most 
arduous, but the result had not disappointed the expectations of the 
friends of reform and of progress in their profession. Mighty objects 
were aimed at; important achievements had already been accomplished ; 
and a guarantee was afforded of the eventual fulfilment of the desires of 
those whose aspirations for the advancement and perfection of medicine, 
led them to propose the formation of this association, which, represent- 
ing the whole fraternity throughout our wide-spread country, assembled 
annually, for scientific discussion, and to consult upon matters pertain- 
ing to the general welfare of the entire faculty. The five published 
volumes of their Transactions afforded abundant and conclusive evidence 
of the zeal by which they were actuated, and the ability which charac- 
terized the scientific labors of members. The meeting for this year had 
beén generally anticipated with peculiar interest. An unusually large 
attendance had been expected. Numerous papers would be presented, 
and valuable reports were to be rendered ; much of their time would be 
required for the consideration of subjects of grave importance. He as- 
sured them that their advent had been looked for anxiously, and their 
colleagues had been desirous to manifest their appreciation of the course 
in which they were engaged, and their estimation of the favor conferred 
by the Association in selecting this metropolis as the place for holding 
the present session. In the name of the united Profession of New Y ork 
the Committee tendered them a sincere, hearty, and cordial welcome to 
their City. 

Dr. S. then called over the list of Delegates, and announced that a 
majority were present. 

The Vice-Presidents and Ex-Presidents of the Association were re- 
quested to take their seats on the platform with the President. 
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On motion, a recess of fifteen minutes was taken to allow the delegates 
to select one of their number from each State, as a committee to nomi- 
nate officers for the ensuing year. 

The following Nominating Committee was announced : 


Michigan, - - - Dr. Henry Taylor 
New Hampshire, - - “ Josiah Crosby 
Maine - - - - ‘ Tsaac Lincoln 
Connecticut, - - ° “ Archibald Welsh 
New Jersey, . - - “ Lewis Condict 
Maryland, - - - ‘ Joel Hopkins 
Indiana, - - - - 66 Joseph Somes 
Rhode Island, - - - ‘ Hiram Allen 
Kentucky, - - - “ J. B. Flint 
‘Tennessee, - - - « J. B. Lindsley 
Virginia, - - - “ Thos. P. Atkinson 
New York, - - - “oJ. M. Smith 
Missouri, - - - “ Charles A. Pope 
Towa, re - - “« J.C. Hughes 
Ohio, - - - - oR. L. Howard 
Georgia, - - - - ‘“ Henry F. Campbell 
South Carolina, ~ -  Tlenry R. Frost 
Alabama, . - - « G. A. English 
North Carolina, - - “J G. Tull 
Illinois, - - . “oN. A. Davis 
Massachusetts. - - «A. L. Pearson 
Pennsylvania, - » ‘¢ BR. West 
Vermont, - . - ‘* . S. Carr 
Delaware, - - - HL. FF. Asken 
District of Columbia, - ‘* ‘Thos. Miller 


Dr. ATLEE, of Pennsylvania, moved that immediately after the report 
of the Nominating Committee, the President be called upon to read his 
address, but, at the request of Dr. Condie, withdrew his motion until 
the report of the Treasurer should be read. 

Dr Popr, of Missouri, extended an invitation to the Association to 
hold their next annual meeting, for 1854, at St. Louis. fi 

Dr. Conpig, of Pennsylvania, said he was instructed-to invite the 
Association to hold their next annual meeting in Philadelphia. 

Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, although desiring that the Association 
should meet in Philadelphia, was forced to give his voice for next year 
in favor of St. Louis. He hoped that, at their next meeting, the claims 
of Philadelphia would be remembered. 

The motion to mect at St. Louis was put and carried. 

Dr. ConpDIikz, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of Committee on Publica- 
tions, submitted a report from the Committee, with resolutions appended, 
making the assessment for the present year $5; authorizing the Commit- 
tee to decide upon the terms at which the volume of Transactions for 
this year shall be furnished ; and further authorizing them to take such 
measures in relation to disposal of the copies as they may deem expe- 
dient. - Dr. Condie stated that a valuable paper would be submitted at 
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this meeting, the mere illustrations of which would cost $1,000 for 
rinting. 
h The resolutions were adopted. 

The Treasurer’s Report showed the total receipts for the past year to 
be $1,905; paid out, $2,015; balance due to Treasurer $120. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, the Committee was authorized to furnish 
the Chairmen of Committees on Epidemics with extra copies of their re- 
ports, respectively, at the expense of the Association. 

The Secretary read communications inviting the Association to visit 
University Medical College, the Anatomical Museum, and Bloomingdale 
Lunatic Asylum. 

Dr. I’. C. Stewart presented a report, recommending the admission 
of Dr. Marshall Hall of London, Surgeon Mower, U. S.A. , Surgeons 
Bache, Pinckney, Brownell and Simpson, U. S. N., Drs. Leonard and 
Betton, Florida, Hon. Dr. Bartlett, N. Y. Senaie, Dr. Harris, Canada, 
Dr. Rodder, Canada West, Drs. McIlvaine and Pittman, American 
Medical Society, Paris, to participate in the proceedings by invitation. 

On motion of Dr. Cox, a Committee was appointed to wait on Dr. 
Marshall Hall, and conduct him to a seat on the platform. 


DR. WELLFORD’s ADDRESS. 


The President’s address was an eloquent exposition of the objects of 
the Association—a rehearsal of the good it had done, and an indication 
of certain modes by which it may do still more. The Society has been 
in existence some seven years. It grew out of a severely felt want of 
an organization of the scattered medical forces. A Convention assem- 
bled in this city, at the suggestion of the New York Medical Society, to 
take into consideration the condition of the profession, and to adopt 
some concerted action. Although the call was imperfectly circulated, 
about one hundred delegates from. nineteen States of the Union re- 
sponded to it by their personal presence. And they resolved to institute 
a National Association for the protection of their interests, the mainte- 
nance of their honor and respectability, the advancement of their know- 
ledge and the extension of their usefulness. In the untried circum- 

, stances of their early history imperfections in the plan of organization 
were inevitable. The President advised careful and gentle revision, but 
deprecated all desultory innovations or sudden and radical ch: inges 

There ave those who affect to believe that the Association has hitherto 
effected nothing. In answer, the Doctor referred to the fact that it has 
aroused attention to the imperfections of medical cultivation—that it 
has demonstrated the necessity of raising the standard of medical ac- 
quirements, and done much through its potent lever rage to raise the pro- 
fession to its proper level. It has secured in many Colleges a length- 
ened course of lectures, and encouraged the well-disposed to require of “the 

candidates for graduation higher attainments in general and professional 

knowledge. It has stimul: ated professional ambition, and drawn out 

from qui arters whence no other means would have elicited it, highly 

important contributions to medical science. It was the action of the 
Association, in its early days, which directed the attention of the Legisla- 
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tures of several States to the high importance of collecting aad measuring 
their vital statistics. Following its suggestion, laws have been passed 
in New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Michigan and 
Illinois, we believe, and in several of the Southern States—not always 
of the most practicable sort or the best that could be devised, yet in 
every case highly honorable to the intentions of their framers, and likely 
to lead to more perfect systems—laws which provide for the registration 
of all the births, deaths and marriages within their several borders. In 
obedience to this recommendation of the Association, and in conse- 
quence of it, the Convention which recently sat in Virginia, for the 
purpose of amending the State Constitution, made the passage of a re- 
gistration act obligatory on her Legislature. In compliance with that 
requisition a law was passed at its late session, the first under her new 
Constitution. 

Another tangible and note-worthy result of the efforts of the Associa- 
tion, is the action of the Fedaral Government with reference to the adul- 
teration of drugs. At the meetings in Baltimore in 1838, its attention 
was directed to the immense amount of adulterated and sophisticated 
drugs prepared in foreign countries, and imported into our own. Con- 
gress promptly responded to the recommendation of the Association, and 
in an act, approved June 26th, 1848, Inspectors were appointed, and 


the passage of any drug or medicine so adulterated or deteriorated as to’ 


be inferior in strength and purity to the standard established by the 
United States, London, Edinburg, French and German Pharmacopceias 
and Dispensatories, positively prohibited. The Examiner of Drugs in 
the New York Custom House, within five months after this law went 
into operation, had condemned and rejected no less than 13,000 Ibs .of 
rhubarb, 2,500 lbs. of opium, 7,200 lbs. of jalap, 1,414 Ibs. of gum 
gamboge,-1,400 Ibs. of senna, 30,000 Ibs. of spurious yellow bark, 
3,000. Ibs. of iodine, and 1,700 lbs. ‘of myrrh, all of which, but for this 
law, would have found its way throughout our extensive country, and 
to the bedsides of the sick and tke suffering, to mock them with their 
inertness, or poison them with their unsuspected strength. A Senator 
in Congress well remarked that, if the National Medical Association had 
advised no other reform than this, its labors would entitle its members 
to the gratitude of the country. Dr. Edwards, who was employed by 
the Secratary of the Treasury to visit the principal ports and ascertain 
the working of the law, found them to be: 1. An elevation in the 
quality and purity of the medicinal agents imported. 2. An entire 
prevention of adulterated and deteriorated drugs, &e., from entry and 
use. 3. No embarrassment to the honest importer and dealer. 4. An 
increased revenue. 5. Protection to the medical profession and com- 
munity, and increased confidence in and a desire for the continuance and 
faithful application of the law. Spurious and adulterated articles now 
are almost entirely excluded from our markets, with the exception of 
those of home manufacture. Nor have these increased. Attention 
having been thoroughly aroused to the whole subject, adulterations 
cannot be practised with impunity as formerly. 

Much has been done, and yet it is only a beginning. The learned 
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President next addressed himself to the task of indicating the points 
demanding immediate action. 

The city affords advantages which the country practitioner cannot en- 
joy. Inthe city, professional men meet daily; every day they talk 
over affairs pertaining to their profession. Their emulation is 
kept alive; the ambition of the zealous is never permitted to flag. In 
the country it is otherwise ; a professional consultation is only an occa- 
sional event, and anything like daily contact with friendly brethren is 
out of the question. Yet physicians are but men, and when all the talk 
of a village is of cattle and rich acres, and of polities, the physician talks 
of such things, too—grows rusty on medical matters, and becomes au 
fait on politics and farming. In some small degree to remedy this, let 
local medical societies be planted; and to facilitate their growth, the 
President advised the appointment of a committee to prepare a form of 
organization of both local and State societies, and that its adoption be 
earnestly recommended. : 

He called attention to. the very unsatisfactory state of things which 
allows a diploma to be considered equivalent to a license to ‘practice, 
and, indeed, tolerates anybody as a practitioner who chooses to dub him- 
self a doctor—favored the invocation of State legislation on the subject, 
and the establishment of Licensing Boards to be entirely distinct from 
all bodies that grant diplomas. 

He invited a recommendation to the authorities, charged with the duty 
of such action, that will shield the public from the home production of 
adulterated medicines. All that could be done to prevent the importa- 
tion of these nuisances, the Federal Government has done; but there 
remain necessary such enactments by the several States as will make 
disreputable and unprofitable the business of preparing for the market 
inert medicines or drugs of a strength inferior to the officinal standard. 

Dr. JouN A. LAMB, of Pennsylvania, is the only one who has been 
appointed under power of the resolution adopted in 1852, to travel in 
Europe, and report cn foreign medical affairs. With a touching tribute 
to the memory of Drs. Drake and Horner, members who have died 
during the twelvemonth, and a word of advice fitly spoken, the Presi- 
dent concluded his Address. 

Dr. Hays, of Penusylvania, moved the thanks of the meeting be pre- 

sented to the President for his elegant, appropriate and eloquent address, 
and requested a copy for publication in the Transactions of the Asso- 
ciation. Carried. 

The Seeretary read a resolution passed by the Medical Society of 
Virginia, recommending the appointment of a well-qualified chemist to 
analyze the most prominent nostrums of the day, and publish the results 
monthly in the leading newspapers of each State. Also, a communica- 
tion from the President of the American Medical Society at Paris, 
appointing Drs. Pittman, Walton and McIlvaine to attend this meeting. 

On motion of Dr. ATLEE, the Committee on Publication were direct- 
ed to send a full set of the Transactions of the Association to the Me- 
dical Society in Paris. 
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A communication was received from Dr. RAMsAy, of Georgia, in- 
closing documents on personal matter, which were laid on the table. 

The Committee on Nominations reported the following officers for the 
ensuing year. 

For President—Dr. JoNATHAN Kniacut, of Connecticut. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. Usuer Parsons, of R. I., Lewis Conpict, of 
N. J., Henny R. Frosa, of S. C., R. L. How ARD, of Ohio. 

Secretaries—Drs. Epwarp L. BEADLE, of N. Y., and Epwin L. Le- 
MOINE, of Missouri. 

Treasurer—Dr. D. Francis Connie, of Pennsylvania. 

The Committee reported St. Louis, Mo., as the place to hold the next 


annual mecting. 

The report was adopted. 

Drs. Gooch, Watson and Atlee were appointed a Committee to con- 
duct the President elect and other officers to their seats. 

Dr. Kniaut, on taking the Chair, returned thanks for the honor con- 
ferred on him. 

Dr. Arner, of Pennsylvania, moved a vote of thanks to the late Pre- 
sident, Dr. Wellford, for his dignified, courteous and efficient manner in 
the Chair. Carried unanimously, the members rising. 

A vote of thanks was also passed to the retiring Secretary, Dr. Gooch. 

On motion of Dr. Horxins, of Maryland, it was resolved that no 
member speak more than ten minutes on any subject at one time. 

Dr. Stewart, on part of Committee of Arrangements, suggested that 
the Association meet each day from 9 to 12 A. M., and from 1 to4 P.M. 

On motion of Dr. Goocu, the meeting adjourned to 9 A. M. oa 
Wednesday. 

Second Day, May 4th. 


The Association met at 9 A. M. There was a large attendance of 
delegates. President in the Chair. 

Dr. H. L. BEADLE, Secretary, read the minutes, which were adopted. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, moved for a re-consideration of the vote 
adopting the minutes, to allow of a correction in the Special Report of 
Committee of Arrangements, inviting Drs. Pinckney and Bache, 
U. S.N., to take part in the proceedings. These gentlemen had a 
right to sit as de legates from the Army and Navy. 

“Dr. STEWART ex lained, and read from the 2d article of the Consti- 
tution relating to delegates. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, stated they had always been received as 
delegates. 

The motion to reconsider was put, and lost. 

Dr. Cox hoped the Association would not take any aetion that would 
give offence to the Army and Navy Medieal Institutions. He moved 
that Drs. Pinckney and Bache be received as regular delegates. 

- Dr. Pinckney, U.S. N., asked to be heard, and claimed his right 
to a place as delegate, having been formerly received as such, and 
signed the constitution 


a 
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Dr. F. C. Srewarr offered to following as an amendment to Dr. 
Cox’s motion : 

Resolved, As the sense of this Association, that under its present 
Constitution delegates can be received from the U. 8. Army and Navy 
Medical Bureaus, when appointed by the Chief of the Army and Navy 
Medical Bureaux. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Dr. Stewart, from the Committee of Arrangement, reported that 
several members had registered their names since the report of yesterday. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, proposed Dr. Borland, of Arkansas, as a 
member by invitation. 

Dr. SPENCER proposed Dr. Hurd, of New York, but, on explanation 
from the Chair, withdrew the proposition. 

Dr. C. D. Met@s, of Philadelphia, presented a report on “ Acute and 
Chronic Diseases of the Neck of the Uterus,” with a request that it 
should be referred to Committee on publication without reading. 

The report was adopted and referred. 

Dr. Coventry, of New York, moved for a suspension of the order 
of business, to take up the subject of proposed amendments to the 
Constitution. 

Dr. Casu, of New York, moved that  ttfe resolution be a on the 
table, and the regular order of business be proceeded with. ’ Carried. 

The Secretary proceeded to call up reports from special committees. 
Out of a list of twenty-seven committees only four reported. The rest 
either did not answer, or were not ready. 

Dr. Conpik, of Pennsylv ania, Chairman of Committee on Causes of 
Tubercular Diseases, stated that in consequence of his duties as Trea- 
surer and Chairman of Committee on Publication, he had not been able 
to complete his report. On motion of Dr. ATLEE, the Committ¥e was 
continued. 

On the part of Dr. Porcher, of South Carolina, Dr. Conpre stated 
that he had sent to him the re port of Committee on “ Toxicological and 
Medicinal Properties of our Cryptogamic Plants,” but with the request 
that it would be left, for further additidhs, to the Committee. “The 
Committce was continued. 

Dr. G. Emerson, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of Committee on 

Agency of the Refrigeration produced through upward radiation of 
heat, as an exciting cause of Disease,” presented his report, whic h was 

referred to Committee on Publication, and read an abstract. ‘The sani- 
tary lesson designed to be inculeated in this paper, is the importance of 
guarding against exposure to the refrigerating effects of nocturnal radia- 
tion, especially in sickly places and during epidemic periods. The 
means of effecting this are shown to be extre mely simple and always at 
hand, as anything will answer the purpose which may be inte rpose “d to 
cut off the view of the open sky, and thus prevent upward radiation.” 

Dr. H. F. Camprent, of Georgia, presented a report on Paes 
Fever, which was referred to Committee on Publication. Dr. Campbell 
said that he had little experience in the actual treatment of typhoid 
fever, as it rarely prevails in the district where I am lecated. I haye 
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therefore given a condensed history of the existing pathology rezarding 
it, set forth by other writers, accompanied with my own opinion that 
the disease lies and has its origin in the ganglionic system of nerves. 
If you divide some of the superior branches of these nerves, there is an 
immediate ecchymosis of the eye different from the ganglionic congestion 
observable during typhus fever. I have called attention to the exist- 
ence and causes of the maculated spots which appear upon the surface 
in the one variety of fever and extend through the alimentary canal in 
the other; and reason that the latter morbid appearances are the result 
of the diseased ganglionic plexus extending from the superior cervical 
vertebra through the vertebral column to the ganglions of the sacrum. 
In referring typhoid fever to this cause, I have recorded the appear- 
ances presented in the pharyngeal plexus, the larynx, oesophagus, 
stomach and duodenum, (which is separated in a great degree from the 
influence of the cerebro-spinal system,) and I have then pointed out the 
existence of the ulcerations of the lower portion of the ilium, and toa 
great extent, as a reason for my belief. I have traced the different ap- 
pearances observed in typhus fever. I have examined the theory of 
Woods upon the deficiency of fibrin in the blood, and endeavored to 
show that typhus and typhoid fevers are quite distinct diseases. 

Dr. ATLEE, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of Committee on Epidemics 
in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland, said that the 
Committee were unable to report, in consequence of not receiving any 
communications from gentlemen in those States. The Committee had 
only received two communications—one from Philadelphia and one from 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania. He called upon gentlemen practising 
in these States to furnish the Committee with the results of their expe- 
rience. 

Prof. Chalmer, Chicago, moved the following : 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommend to the local So- 
cieties in different portions of our country, to appoint Committees, whose 
duties it shall be to record the prevalence of epidemie or other diseases, 
and the general state of health in their respective localities, and to trans- 
mit said reports to the Committees of the Society on epidemics, through 
the State Societies where they exist. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries be requested to secure a wide publicity 
to the above resolutions, by such means as they may deem proper. 

The resolutions were ‘adopted. 

Dr. WELLFORD announced that Dr. Haxall, ofYirginia, Chairman of 
Committee on Epidemics in Virginia and North Carolina, and Dr. Boll- 
ing, of Alabama, on Epidemies in South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and 
Alabama, had resigned their appointments as Chairmen of such Commit- 
tecs. 

Dr. Surron, of Kentucky, presented a report on Epidemics in Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, which was referred to Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Prrener, of Michigan, presented a report on the subject of 
Medical Education, which he was requested to read at length. The 
report was a long and able document, containing many valuable sug- 
gestions to prevent the spread of Quackery, and on the best means of 
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training the medical student. The Committee proposed that all candi 
dates for degrees shall have studied at least three years, and recommend 
the extension of lecture seasons to six months. ‘The Committee repeated : 
their high opinion of the benefits to be derived by students from bedside 
experience, as superior to lectures and flitting hospital visits, and sug- 
gested a supplementary school of practice. They would not discourage 
medical schools through the country, but foster them as useful, and trust 
to the private instructor and the hospitals as schools of practice. The 
Committee asked leave to conclude their report by presenting the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Association reaffirm its formerly expressed opin- 
ions, on the value and importance of general education to the student 
and practitioner of medicine, and that it would gladly enlarge its rule 
on this subject, so as to include the Humanities of the schools, and the 
Natural Sciences. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, a familiar knowledge 
with the elements of Medical Science should precede Clinical instruction. 

Resolved, That in order to accomplish the latter, the Hospitals, when 
elevated to the rank of Schools of Practice, and the intelligent private 
preceptor, are the most efficient instrumentalities to be used for that 
purpose. 

On motion of Dr. ATLEE, the report and resolutions were adopted. 

The Committee on Volunteer Communications reported, through Dr. 
Joseph M. Jmith, of New York, upon the number of contributions re- 
ceived. Dr. Smith said that the Committee had awarded one prize of 
$100 to Dr. Waldo J. Burnett, of Boston, Mass., for his treatise upon 
“The Cell; its Physiology, Pathology, and Philosophy’ —* Natura 
in minimis maxima est.” 

Another prize of $100 had been awarded to Dr. Washington L. At- 
lee, of Philadelphia, for his treatise upon ‘The Surgical ‘Treatment of 
Fibrous Tumours of the Uterus.” “ Palmam qui meruit ferat.” 

Dr. AtpeEN Marcu, of New York, made a verbal abstract of his 
paper on * Diseases of the Hip Joint,” which was favorably reported on 
by the Committee ; and, on motion of Dr. Smirn, he was requested 
to read the paper, during recess to-day, in Crosby street Medical 
College. 

Dr. PALMER, of Chicago, moved the following : 

Resolved, Vhat this Association earnestly recommend to the local 
Societies in different portions of our country, to appoint Committees, 
whose duties it shall be to record the prevalence of epidemies or other 
diseases, and the general state of health in their respective localities, 
and to transmit said reports to the Committees of the Society on Epi- 
demics, through the State Societies where they exist. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries be requested to secure a wide publicity 
to the above resolutions, by such means as they may deem proper. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

“ Dr. ATLEE, Pa., called the attention of the Association to resolutions 
passed at the last annual meeting of the Association, for purchasing a 
suitable stone for the Washington Monument. 





Se Re TO tee ; 


~a bak Ng ee ee - 
: Sette Sete teeth eal nate 
’ 


bai pee ie RE 








364 Reports of Societies. . [June, 


Dr. BratcurorD, N. Y., offered the following : 

vesolved, ‘That the suggestions in the President’s Address, touching 
the licensing power, be referred to a Committee of five, of which Dr. 
Wellford shall be the Chairman, to prepare some plan whereby the sub- 
ject may be brought fairly before the Profession, and, if deemed advisa- 
ble, that the Legislatures ‘of the several States may be memorialized to 
carry out the recommendations of. this Association—the Committee to 
report at the next meeting of the Association. 

Dr. Garnett, W ashington, D. C., proposed the following as an 
amendment : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the President of 
this Association to prepare a me morial to the Legislative bodies of the 
several States of the Union, praying that a law be passed pe 
the Faculty of _ medical institution which may at present exist, 
which may hereafter be established within the limits of said State, Suite 
conferring the degree of Doctor of Medicine upon any candidate for 
graduation who has not previously graduated at some literary institu- 
tion, or who, upon examination by « competent Board, is not found to 
possess a good English and Classical education. 

Re solved, That regarding the present term of preparatory study 
adopted by ‘the Medical Colleges of the United States, too limited to 
enable students of medicine to acquire such a competent knowledge of 
the profession as should entitle them to receive the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, a recommendation be incorporated in said memorial that some 
Legislative action be also had upon this subject. 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the President and Secretary of ~— 
Association, to transmit, through the Executive heads of each State, 
copy of said memorial to their 1 respective Legislative Assemblies, ae 
that a Circular be addressed to the members of the Medical Profession, 
resident at, or convenient to the seats of Government of the several 
States, requesting them to use every practicable exertion consistent with 
the honor, dignity, and good repute of the profession, to procure the 
passage of a law in accordance with the foregoing resolutions. 

On motion of Dr. Casu, the resolutions and amendments were laid 
on the table, to be taken up at an early period, and the Association 
took a recess for one hour. 


Afternoon Nession. 


The Association met at 2 o'clock, P. M. The Secretary read an 
invitation, from Dr. Griscom, to visit the New York Hospital. 

Dr. STEWART, on the part of the Committee of Arrangements, moved 
that Dr. Robert R. Halley, of Beyroot, Syria; Dr. James G. Cooper, 
Washington Territory, and Dr. H. W illiams, from Southern Illinois, be 
invited to take part in the proceedings. Carried. 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. Crarxes LEE, a permancnt 
member, were read, i in his absence, by the Secretary. 

Resolved, As the sense of this Association, that those Medical Col- 
leges which give two courses of lectures annually, each of which counts 
as a separate course, have virtually violated and forfeited their Charters, 
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which do not contemplate but one annual session, (thus making two 
Colleges-out of one. ) 

Resolved: That the practice in question is calculated to lower the 
standard of attainment in the profession, and subjects those who counte- 
nance it to the imputation of acting from mercenary motives. 

Resolved, That uo delegates shall hereafter be reecived by this Asso- 
ciation, fom any Medical Schools which give two courses of lectures 
annually ; each of which counts towards a degree. 

On motion of Dr. ATLEE, of Pennsylvania, the resolutions were laid 
on the table. 

Dr. Srewart read the following resolutions, offered by Dr. Stephen 
W. Williams, of Mass., a permanent mevpiber : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this ASsociation be presented to Dr. 
Winstow Lewis, of Boston, a member of the Massachusetts Legisla- 
ture, for the bill which he has presented and endeavored to sustain, pro- 
viding that “no druggist, apothecary, or person engaged in matiufac- 
turing medicines, or compounds to be adminis stered as medicines, 
(exe ept such as are published in standard works of chemistiy, materia 
medica, or pharmacopceia,) shall yg the same for sale in any way, till 
he has filed a complete recipe in English, sworn to before a legal 
authority constituted for such purpose.’ 

2. Voted, That a Committee be appointed by this Association for the 
purpose of petitioning Congress and State Legislatures to enact regula- 
tions and laws similar to the above. 

Also, as we are constantly called upon to deplore the ravages of death 
among the illustrious and wortay members of our profession throughout 
the United States : 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee be appointed by this Associa- 
tion to procure memorials of the eminent: and worthy dead among the 
distinguished physicians of our country, both in and without the pale 
of the Associ: ition, and present them to this Association for publication 
in their transactions. 

The first resolution, relating to Dr. Lewis, was adopted. 

To the second Dr. Cox, Md., moved an amendment, confining the 
memoirs to distinguished members of the Association. 

Dr. MOorGAN, W ashington, thought the Association would not be 
able to meet the increased expense such an addition to their transae- 
tions would cause. He moved to lay on the table. Carrie 

Dr. Buck, N. ¥., read a paper on morbid growths within the larynx, 
and exhibited a specimen, with report of the case. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Publications. 

Dr. J. K. MitcnHet, Pa., offercd the following: 

Whereas, The claim of Naval Medical officers to a defined rank, 
assimilated with the grades of officers of the line of the Navy, has not 
yet been decided by Congress, therefore 

Resolved, That the President of this Association appoint a Committee 
of three, whigh i is hereby instructed to communicate to Congress, thr ugh 
the presiding officer of each House, at the commencement of its next 

session, an expression of the interest felt by the American Medical 
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Association of the United States, for their professional brethren 
employed in the Navy, as set forth in resolutions unanimously adopted 
at several previous sessions of this body. 

Dr. Jackson, of Philadelphia, seconded the resolution. 

The President stated that the bill had passed one branch of our 
National Legislature. 

Dr. Pinckney, U. 8. N., made a statement of the action had in the 
National Legislature. 

The resolution was put and adopted. 

Dr. Srevens, of New York, moved that the President be Chairman 
of the Committee. Carried. 

Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the delegates from the several States be requested to 
appoint a Committee, who shall aid the Committee of Publication in 
procuring subscriptions, and in distributing the annual transactions of 
the Association. 

Dr. Botton, Virginia, moved a resolution expressing the warm com- 
mendation of the Associatiok.towards the medical department of Michi- 
gan University, for its co-operation in elevating the standard of the 
profession. 

A discussion ensued, in which Drs. PALMER and Boron advocated 
the resolution, and Dr. Hooker and others took ground against it. I'i- 
nally, the resolution was withdrawn. 

Dr. Muran presented the following report, in relation to the necessity 
of each emigrant ship being provided with a surgeon :-— 

The undersigned, Chairman of a Committee appointed by the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, to memorialize Congress upon the importance 
of enacting, as an act of duty and humanity, a law making it obligatory 
upon all vessels conveying emigrants to have a regular surgeon on board, 
respectfully reports: That the memorial signed by all the members of 
the Committee, the President and Secretaries of the Association, was, 
through the mediumr¢f the Hon. A. P. Butler, Senator from South Ca- 
rolina, presented in May, 1852, and was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. It is with much regret that the undersigned has to report 
that the Committee on Commerce, having, itis presumed, other’subjects 
of a much graver import in a pecuniary point of view, but surely not in 
a humane and philanthropic one, made no report. It was not contem- 
plated that any action would have been taken on the subject at the late 
period of the session of 1851; but sanguine hopes were entertained that 
some report would have been made in the session of 1852. The under- 
signed, in common with every good citizen, has a respectful considera- 
tion for our legislators and public functionaries, but must honestly 
confess that the legislation growing out of outward pressure, for ulterior 
purposes of individual or political aggrandizement, renders it difficult to 
have such prompt and efficient action as should be reasonably expected 
upon questions involving sacrifice, advancement, or Hygienic improve- 
ment. The undersigned, however, is fully impressed that no intentional 
disrespect was meant by the Committee on Commerce in allowing the 






















































1853.] American Medical Association. 367 


memorial to remain in their archives unnoticed; and now that the Pre- 
sidential election, and other collateral subjects, incidental or having a 
bearing thereto, are settled, it is but reasonable to suppose that the Se- 
nate and House of Representatives would consider any measure as regards 
science or medical association; and likewise, if possible in legislation, 
adopt the same. There has been every assurance given to the under- 
signed, that the measure will have a proper consideration at the next 
session of Congresss, and therefore he asks that the Committee be con- 
tinued, and considered as reporting progress. 
Tuos. Y. Srmons, M. D., Chairman. 

The foregoing report was accepted, and the Committee directed to pre- 
are a memorial to Congress. 

The following report was then presented : 

The undersigned, Chairman of a Committee of the American Medical 
Association to memorialize Congress in accordance with a resolution of 
Dr. Fulton, of Georgetown, Kentucky, to have the medical statistics of 
the United States census printed separately, for the use of the medical 
profession, respectfully reports :— 

That a memorial was drawn up, and signed by the Committee and 
the President and Secretary of the American Medical Association, and 
was placed in the charge of the Hon. Dr. Jones, a member of the Assa- 
ciation, and of Congress, to be presented to the House of Representa- 
tives. From information received from him, it seems, among other ob- 
jections, a grave one was offered, viz :—the want of scientific arrange- 
ments, and the unreliability of the returns in general. In other words, 
that they were of such a character as to add little to the usefulness of 
the profession or the honor of the country. The undersigned, respect- 
fully, on the present occasion, calls the attention of the members of the 
Association to the great importance of using their best influence to in- 
duce the legislatures of their respective States to establish a registration 
of births, marriages and deaths; a measure of incalculable value as re- 
gards vital statistics. The experience and gradual progressive improve- 
ment in the reports of Massachusetts, clearly demonstrate that while at 
first they were comparatively imperfect, yet much information was ob- 
tained, and every year the reports have become more satisfactory. 

_. ‘Hos. Y. Simmons, M. D., Chairman. 

The report was adopted, and the Committee continued. 

Dr. PEASLEE, of N. [1., offered a resolution, setting forth that various 
systems of irregular practice were encouraged by the regular medical 
Colleges, in giving diplomas to such as subsequently engaged in them, 
and moving that the Colleges refuse to admit all persons who intend to 
engage in anyother than the regular practice of medicine, te.an exami- 
nation. 





Dr. Sayre, of N. Y., considered the resolution would not meet“the 


intention. He moved an amendment, petitioning Congress for the pas- 
sage of an act, empowering the Faculty in any College, to publicly 
withdraw diplomas from graduates who had, in their judgment, forfeited 
a right to the same. 

A warm discussion ensued, in which Drs. Hooker, Conn., ATLEE, 
Pa., PEASLEE, and others, took part. 
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On motion of Dr. Goocn, the resolution and amendment were laid on 
the table, and the Association adjourned to Thursday mo ning ai 9 
o'clock. 

Third Day, May 5th, 1853. 

The Association met at 9 A. M., Dr. JonatuaAN Kniaur, President, 
in the Chair. 

The Secretary, Dr. EK. LL. Beapre, read the minutes, which were 
approved. 

Dr. Srewart, Chairman of Committee on Arrangements, :eported 
the names of several delegates who had registered since last report. 

Dr. W. HooKker, Connectic ‘ut, offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five ke appointed, whose duty it 
shall be, in compliance with the suggestions of our late President, Dr. 
Wellford, to report our plans of organization for State and County 
Societies, and that the Committee be requested to report, if possible, 
during the present meeting of the Association. 

Dr. ZEIGLER, Pennsylvania, offered the following, which was referred 
to Committee on Organizing State and County Societies : 

Inasmuch as the universal aggregation and organization of the mem- 
bers of the medical profession’ in_thé United States has long been a 
desideratum but partially attaimible until the adoption of the present 
inode of organizing localtind general socicties in imitation of and in 
conformity with the confederacy of this country; and whereas, notwith- 
standing this consolidation has thus been more completely and perfectly 
effected, a very large portion of the profession still remain isolated and 
unassociated, thus retarding and prev enting the more rapid attainment 
of those exalted objects inv volved in this universal professional union in 
one great brotherhood ; and inasmuch as the present general mode of 
perfecting further and ‘final professional aggregation and consolidation 
is comparatively imperfect, inefficient, and protracting, and hence will 
require an almost indefinite period for its full accomplishment and final 
consummation and completion; and inasmuch as some more general 
and systematic effort for the speedy and positive realization of this 
highly important object is yet gr atly desirable ; therefore 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association hereby reiterate 
the re peatedly previously expressed desire for the immediate formation 
and organization of County and State Medical Societies in every part 
of the “country in which they have not yet been established. 

Resolved, That every County Medical Society be and is hereby recom- 
mended to dispense with the present system of acquiring members by 
the previous pro-formal manifestation of personal desire on the part of 
applicants for such association, and to substitute therefor that of the 
immediate and voluntary election to membership therein, of every unas- 
sociated eligible physician. 

Resolved, That all physicians thus voluntarily elected, and subse- 
quently neglecting or declining to respond to and unite themselves with 
the general profession, shall be considered as estimating their own per- 
sonal views, and private relations and interests, above and in opposition 
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to those of the profession generally, and, as thus antagonistic to its 
exalted objects, cannot therefore consistently expect the continued en- 
joyment of the usual rights and privileges of professional intercourse 
and fellowship. 

The Secretary read a notice, requesting delegates from any States 
which were not represented on the Committee on Nomination, to elect 
representatives to sit with the Committee at 56 Bleecker street. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, reported at length, on the Medical 
Literature of 1853. ‘here are now published in the United States 
twenty-eight medical periodicals, of which four are issued quar- 
terly, six bi-monthly, fifteen monthly, two semi-monthly, and one weekly. 
One of the monthlies is published in the German at New York, and 
one in French, at New Orleans. Of the aggregate number of pages 
published, about one-half were original matter. This aggregate consists 
of the record of cases occurring under the observation of their writers, 
of which a very large proportion lose their value for lack-of that full- 
ness of detail and scope, which are essential to make them reliable data 
for the abstraction of practical deductions—articles embodying the 
statistical results of certain diseases and surgical operations, and essays 
on special subjects, and the details of experimental inquiries—of all 
which classes some of the more important specimens were named in the 
report. It is believed that a decided improvement has taken place in 
this department of medical journalism during the past year. It is 
shown most distinctly in the more frequent reports of the use of the 
microscopes and its application to physiological and_ pathological 
researches. But the report scores the journals for an abundance of 
material furnished of another order—crude, ill-digested essays, illogi- 
cal, incomplete and consequently mischievous articles, which serve to 
advertise the writers’ names and residence, and, unwittingly, their 
ignorance. 

The Review department of our medical periodicals is of all the most 
defective. There are a few honorable exceptions, but the large majority 
afford little more than a few meagre pages of booksellers’ notices, 
serving to advertise the work whose title is given, and seldom affording 
any impression whatever of the character and contents of the book 
named. 

The number of journals in this country is greater in proportion to 
the population than in any other. Whether we are gainers in their 
quality from this fact is very questionable, but this, at least, it secures 
—a greater number of professional readers. A very copious contribu- 
tion to our medical literature is made in the form of the transactions of 
_ the State, County and other Medical Societies. The report hints that 
their character is decidedly superior to that of the average of the ori- 
ginal papers contributed to the journals. 

Among the more valuable monographs that have issued from Ameri- 
can authors, during the year, are, the treatises of Dr. Swett on the 
Chest; Dr. Flint on Continued Fever; Dr. Edward Coale, on Uterine 
Displacements; Dr. H. H. Smith’s Operative Surgery; Dr. Piper’s 
Illustrated Surgery ; Dr. Horace Green’s Polypi of the Larynx and 
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(Edema of the Glottis; Dr. Biddle’s and Dr. Tully’s Materia Medica; 
Dr. Dickson’s Life, Sleep and Death; and Dr. Mackall’s Notes on Car- - 
penter’s Physiology. Besides these, many new editions of standard 
American works, and the revision and translation of many of foreign 
origin, show that there is no lack of patronage of our home literature, 
nor a lack of readers for professional works, either domestic or foreign. 
In matters of minutia, in the details of analysis and of nice scientific 
discrimination, we have looked abroad for our medical teachings. But 
in the details of practice, in bold, independent, inventive and energetic 
thinking on medical topics, we are not copyists, nor in any respect 
imitators. 

The defects of our medical literature are very obvious and readily 
traceable to their causes—to wit, a lack on the part of medical writers 
of sufficient preliminary education, the absence of clear—and definite 
perceptions of the fundamental principles of physiology and pathology, 
defective modes of investigation, and the epidemic haste shared by them 
with all other writers in our country, with which their productions are 
surrendered to the press. These difficulties will be remedied when the 
public sentiment of physicians has become what it ought to be; when 
medical critics are honest in expressing their convictions, and medical 
men avail themselves of the benefits that must accrue from the organi- 
zation of their forces into local, State and National Associations. 

The following he indicated as the principal means of advancing the 
standard of Medical Literature: 1. To adopt such means as would be 
calculated to increase preliminary study on the part of students. 2. 
Greater strictness on the part of Mcdical Colleges in their examinations. 
8. Offering premiums for the best original Medical Essays by State and 
County Medical Societies. 4. Formation of Medical Libraries. 5. To 
labor for an International Copyright. The future is bright for us, the 
past full of eloquent lessons. If we heed them and do for the future 
what we ought, American Medical Literature will yet attain to an ele- 
vation corresponding with our country’s social and political destiny. 

The Secretary read a communication from Robert Kelly, Esq., in- 
viting the Association to visit the House of Refuge for reformation of 
juvenile delinquents. 

Dr. 8. Jackson, of Pennsylvania, stated that he had received a paper 
from one gentleman on Electricity, as applied to predictions of meteoro- 
logical changes. 

Dr. McNAvGHTEN moved to refer to Committee on Spirit Rappers. 
Laid on the table. 

Dr. YANDELL, of Kentucky, offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Whereas, By the dispensation of an inscrutable Providence, Dr. 
DanteL DraAkE has been removed since the last meeting of this Asso- 
ciation from the scene of his earthly labors, 

Resolved. That in the death of Dr. Drake the American Medical As- 
sociation has lost one of its most honored members, and the American 
medical profession one of its brightest ornaments. 

fesolved, That his steady devotion to his profession, through a long 
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life, his zeal, activity and unceasing efforts to advance its interests, 
afford an example worthy of the imitation of ev ery young physician. 

Lesolved, That this Association will cherish the memory of Dr. 
Drake for his many virtues, and for his labors which have adorned and 
elevated our profession. 

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote. 

The President read a resolution, offered by Dr. CLEVELAND, of 
Vermont, calling for the appointment of a Committee to investigate the 
value of Galvanism as a therapeutic agent. 

On motion of Dr. Goocn, the resolution was referred to Committee 
on Nominations. 

Dr. WELLFORD, of Virginia, stated that the State of Louisiana was 
not represented, and moved that Dr. Douglass, of Louisiana, who was 
present, be invited to take his seat as a delegate from that State. 
Carried. 3 

On motion of Dr. PALMER, of Virginia, the resolution offered yes- 
terday, from the Virginia Medical Society, recommending the appoint- 
ment of a Chemist, and laid on the table, was taken up for consi- 
deration. 

Dr. PARKER, of Virginia, offered the following as an amendment: 

Resolved, That this Association recommend Congress to consider the 
propriety of passing a law compelling all importers of nostrums to state 
upon all compounds thus imported their true constituents, and in 
English. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to forward a copy of these 
resolutions to the Executive of the general Government. 

An amendment to strike out all after the word ‘ English,” was 
accepted. 

The first resolution was read by the Secretary. 

Dr. Bonn, of Baltimore, objected to the resolution, because it could 
do no good, and was likely to do a great deal of injury. Ie moved to 
lay on the table, but withdrew it to allow discussion. 

Dr. HookEr, of Connecticut, said the facts from the State of Maine 
would answer the objections of Dr. Bond. An act had been passed 
there which was found to be a death-blow to this system of quackery. 
But on petition of the people and clergy, who were in favor of encou- 
raging it, the law was repealed. He wished parties to know what they 
swallowed. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, said that every notice that was taken of 
any such quackeries only tended to advertise them, and could accom- 
plish no useful purpose. He proposed to lay on the table. Lost. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, never knew any good to follow prohibitory 
measures against quackery. In the State of Maryland, a set of quacks 
known as Thomsonians, flourished under prohibitory legislation, and 
died away when given every freedom and latitude. He believed the 
surest death-blow to quackery was to treat it with contempt and silence. 
It was unworthy of any grave notice from this Association. He believed 
the true remedy against quackery was to be found in attention to their 
Association. 
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Dr. Bouton, of Virginia, drew the attention of the Association to a 
resolution passed yesterday, thanking Dr. Winslow Lewis for his efforts 
in supporting a bill before the Massachusetts Legislature. There was a 
mistake in thinking that the resolution proposed to prohibit the sale of 
these quack medicines; it only proposed that the ingredients of which 
they were composed should be set forth on the label. This would 
divest the medicines of the great charm ,of mystery which gave them 
such importance in the minds of the public.” They would see that for 
a fe’ pence they could procure some simple medicine, which was the 
chief ingredient in the expensive bottle. 

Dr. Ricuarps, of Ohio, and Dr. Jackson, of Massachusetts, followed 
in opposition to the resolution. The analyzing of these nostrums, by 
order of the State, would be giving a sanction to their sale. 

The reading of the resolution was called for, and a vote taken. 

PRESIDENT.—The Nays are the loudest; whether they are the more 
numerous, I cannot say. 

The House was counted, and the resolution laid on the table. , 

Dr. Conpik, of Pennsylvania, and Dr. Cox, of Maryland, offered the 
following resolutions, which were adopted by rising. | 

Resolved, That we have heard with sincere regret of the death of our 
late fellow member, Dr. Isaac Parrisu, of Philadelphia, who was dis- 
tinguished by his early and earnest advocacy of the establishment of 
this Association, by his ardent interest in its proceedings, and by his 
valuable contributions to its published proceedings. 

Resolved, That in the demise of Dr. Wit~t1aAM.E. Horner, which 
has occurred since the last annual session of this body, the American 
Medical Association has lost one of its illustrious and useful members ; 
and the science of medicine, an indefatigable student and most distin- 
guished teacher. 

Resolved, ‘That the memory of the gifted subjects of the resolutions, | 
dear as it must ever be to the lovers of medical science universally, will 
be especialy cherished by this Association, to whose great objects and 
aims, their last efforts were, during life, promptly end liberally bestowed. 

Dr. ConpiE, of Pennsylvania, replied to inquiries reccived, in refer- 
ence to back numbers of the Transactions. 

Dr. YANDELL, of Kentucky, presented a report received from Dr. S. 
D. Gross, Kentucky, on the results of Surgical operations for the relief 
of malignant diseases, which was referred to the Committee on publica- 
tion. Dr. G. read a brief abstract. 

From the facts and statements which have now been presented, em- 
bracing the opinions of many of the most intelligent, experienced and 
distinguished practitioners in different ages, and in different parts of the 
world, the following conclusions may be legitimately deduced : 

first—That cancerous affections, particularly those of the mammary 
gland, have always, with a few rare exceptions, been regarded by prac- 
titioners as incurable by the knife and escharotics. This opinion, com- 
mencing with Hippocrates, the father of medicine, has prevailed from 
the earliest records of the profession, to the present moment. Nature 
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never cures a disease of the kind ; nor can this be effected by any medi- 
cine, or internal remedies, known to the profession. 

Secondly—That excision, however early and thoroughly executed, is 
nearly always, in genuine cancer, followed by relapse, at a period vary- 
ing from a few weeks to several months, from the time of the operation. 

“Phirdly—Vhat nearly all practitioners, from the time of Hippocrates 
to the present day, have been, and are still averse to any operation for 
the removal of cancerous tumors, after the establishment of ulceration, 
rapid growth, firm adhesion, organic change in the skin, lymphatic 
invasion, the cancerous dyscracy, or serious constitutional derangements ; 
on the ground that, if had recourse to, under these circumstances, the 
malady almost inevitably recurs in a very short time, and frequently 
destroys the patient more rapidly than when it is permitted to pursue 
its own course. 

Fourthly —That in all cases of acute carcinoma, or, in other words, in 
all cases of this disease, attended with very rapid development and great 
bulk of the tumor, extirpation is improper and unjustifiable, inasmuch 
as it will only tend to expedite the fatal result, which, under such cir- 
cumstances, always take place in a very short time. 

Fifthly—That all operations performed for the removal of encephdloid 
eancer and its different varieties, are more certainly followed by rapid 
relapse than operations performed upon scirrhus or hard cancer. 

Sixthly—That in nearly all the operations for cancerous diseases, 
hitherto reported, the history has been imperfectly presented, being de- 
ficient in the details which are necessary to a complete and thorough 
understanding of the subject in each case. This remark is particularly 
true in reference to the diagnosis of the malady, the minute examination 
of the morbid structure, and the history of the case after the operation, 
as to the period of relapse, the time and nature of the patient’s death, 
and the result of the post-mortem examination. 

Seventhly—That cancerous affections of the lip and skin, now usually 
described under the name of cancroid diseases, are less liable to relapse 
after extirpation than genuine cancerous maladies, or those which are 
characterized by the existence of the true cancer-cell and cancer-juice. 

Eighthly—That, although practitioners have always been aware, from 
the earliest professional records, of the great liability of cancer to relapse 
after extirpation, a great majority of them have always been, and still 
are, in favor of operation in the early stage of the disease, especially in 
scirrhus, before the tumor has made much progress, or before there is any 
disease of the lymphatic ganglions, or evidence of the cancerous ca- 
chexy. 

Ninthly—That many cases of tumors, especially tumors of the breast 
and testicle, supposed to be cancerous, are in reality not cancerous, but 
of a benign character, and consequently, readily curable by ablation, 
whether effected by the knife or by escharotiecs. It is to this circum- 
stance that we must ascribe the astonishing success which is said to have 
attended the practice of Hill, of Scotland, “Nooth, of England, and Fla- 
jani, of Italy. 

Tenthly—That all operators insist upon the most thorough excision 
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possible ; removing, not merely the diseased mass, but also a portion of 
the surrounding and apparently healthy tissues, as well as all enlarged 
and indurated ganglions. 

Eleventhly—That the practice has always prevailed, and still obtains, 
to save, if possible, a sufficient amount of healthy integument to cover 
the wound, and to unite, if possible, the wound by the first intention ; 
on the ground that these precautions will tend much to retard, if not to 

revent, a recurrence of the disease. 

Twelfthly—That much stress is laid by writers upon a properly regu- 
lated diet, and attention to the bowels and secretions after operation, as 
means of retarding and preventing relapse. 

Thirteenthly—That there is no remedy, medicine or method of treat- 
ment which has the power, so far as we are enabled to judge of its virtues, 
of preventing the reproduction of the morbid action after operation, no 
matter how early or how thoroughly it may be performed. 

Fourteenthly—That life has occasionally been prolonged and even 
saved by operation after relapse, as in some of the remarkable cases 
mentioned in a previous part of this report; but that, as a general rule, 
such a procedure is as incompetent to effect a permancnt cure as a first 
extirpation. 

‘Dr. BryAn, of Pennsylvania, rose to correct a statement made yester- 
day, by Prof. Jackson, that a young gentleman had been allowed to 
graduate in Philadelphia Medical College, after two weeks study. 

Prof. JACKSON stated that he had received the information from a 
gentleman, whom he named, and had used it as an illustration of his 
argument. 

Dr. Goocn called up the subject of the graduating pledge, proposed 
by Dr. Peaslee, of New Hampshire, last evening, and laid over, and 
proposed the following resolutions: 

Itesolved, That this Association earnestly recommends to al) the re- 
spectable Medical Colleges of the United States to administer to their 
graduates, previous to their receiving the diploma, some pledge that they 
will maintain, to the best of their abilities, the honor and dignity of the 
profession ; and that they will forfeit their degrees, whenever they desert 
the Orthodox system of medicine. 

Resolved, That the schools be urged not to graduate any man without 
requiring him to read the National Code of Ethics and publicly give his 
consent to abide by it, and that they will reserve to themselves the right 
to withdraw the diploma, publicly, whenever the graduating pledge has 
been violated. 

There were, said Dr. G., two schools which had already adopted such 
rules. Unfortunately, as things stood, gentlemen were allowed to gradu- 
ate on payment of their fees, without knowing there was such a thing as 
a ‘Code of Ethics” in existence, and permitted to go forth among 
medical men as their equals in practice. ‘The consequence was, systems 
of quackery, and want of proper esprit du corps among members of the 
profession, in many instances. 

Dr. Garnett, of Washington, spoke to the resolution. 
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Dr. ATKINSON, of Virginia, inquired how the diploma could be with- 
drawn. 

Dr. Goocn replied that the diploma could be always withdrawn, if 

iven under these conditions. 

Dr. Joun H. Puriurs, of New Jersey, offered the following amend- 
ment : 

Resolved, That it is the duty of all Boards of Examiners, to whom 
candidates may apply for examination or approval, to admit none but 
those who give satisfactory evidence of a good preliminary education, 
and that a regular Course of Medical Practice will afterwards be pur- 
sued, and who shall subscribe to the Code of Ethics adopted by this 
Association. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, thought the resolution contemplated an extra- 
ordinary act of legislation, and there would be great difficulty in apply- 
ing the principle. The power of revoking a diploma, once given under 
the legal sanction of a charter, was a dangerous one to be intrusted to 
any set of men. 

Dr. Arkinson, of Virginia, thought that, until the millenium, 
quackery would exist in the profession to some extent, and it was vain 
to legislate against it. 

On motion of Dr. Sayre, of New York, the Association took a recess 
of one hour, without disposing of the resolution. 


Afternoon Session. 


The Association was called to order at 14 P. M. 

‘The consideration of Dr. Gooch’s resolution was resumed. 

Dr. STruie, of Pennsylvania, offered the following : 

Lesolved, That in order to preserve the purity and honor of the 
medical profession, and to place around young practitioners an additional 
safe-guard against temptations to do wrong, as well as to draw a more 
distinct line of separation between true and false physicians, it is 
hereby recommended to the several Medical Colleges, antl such other 
Boards as are by law authorized to examine candidates for admission 
into the medical profession, to require from every graduate or licentiate, 
his signature to the Code of Ethics of this Association, as well as to 
furnish him with a copy of the Code, and it is also recommended that 
the formal administration of a pledge, faithfully to observe and keep the 
same, form part of the public ceremonies of Medical Commencement. 

After some discussion the whole subject was referred to a Committee 
of three, to report as soon as possible. 

Dr. STEWART, on behalf of Committee of Arrangements, reported the 
names of delegates who had registered since last report, and recommend- 
ing to invite Dr. Harvey P. Peet, Institution for Deaf and Dumb, 
and Dr. W. C. Burier, to take seats in the Association. The report 
suggested that when the Society adjourn it be to Saturday morning. 
Accompanying, was a letter from Dr. Taos. Spencer, presenting a 
paper on the atomic theory of life and vital heat, as applicable to Pa- 
thology. 

On motion, Dr. Spencer made a brief extract of his views. 
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Dr. Bratcurorp, of New York, moved to have a resolution, offered 
previously, on the licensing power, with amendments by Dr. Garnett, 
taken up for consideration. 

Dr. Hooker, of Connecticut, spoke to the subject of the resolutions. 
He would expose individual cases, without referring to the Colleges or 
individuals by name. The object of such an Association as this,was not 
to be personal, but to reform abuses. Dr. H. cited several cases, for 
which he stated he had the best authority, in wkich young men had 
been allowed to graduate after terms of study under one year. Four of 
these cases were from schools very prominent in the community. If such 
instances as he had stated had come without inquiry, was it not probable 
that if a searching inquiry were instituted numerous such abuses would 
be discovered? The cause of this was in a great degreee owing to the 
competition between schools. He wished that the subject would be 
brought before a committee ; and he thought the remedy proposed in 
Dr. Garnett’s amendment would prove efficacious. 

Dr. Jounson, of St. Louis, was happy the subject had come before 
this Association. He was sorry the gentleman had not given the instances 
he referred to; for he was confident that the Association was composed 
of gentlemen who would have an influence in preventing such abuses. 
In Missouri, they had memorialized the Legislature, and found that no 
hope for any measure to protect the Medical Faculty could be expected 
from the Legislature. This Association would, in itself have a much 
greater influence, by denying those scholars, who acted in the manner 
described, a place on this floor. The moral power of this Assoeiation, 
if exercised, would have the effect of keeping members of the profession 
from such practices. 

Dr. ATLEE, of Pennsylvania, rose to prevent a discussion on the sub- 
ject, which could lead to no practical good for the present. The evil 
was a very great one, and he hoped the whole subject would be referred 
to a committee to make their report at the next meeting. 

The-subject was-referred to the following Committee: 

Drs. Samuel Jackson, ‘T. Blatchford, Johnson, of Missouri, and 
Peaslee, of New Hampshire. 

On motion of Dr. ATLEE, the subject of proposed amendments to the 
Constitution was taken up, and the original articles, with proposed 
amendments, read by the Secretary. 

Dr. Stevens, of New York, moved an indefinite postponement of the 
whole subject of amendments to the Constitution. 

Dr. ATKINson, of Virginia, moved to have the amendment proposing 
to admit four delegates from the United States Army and United States 
Nary, excepted from motion to postpone. 

Dr. CooLipak, of United States Army, hoped the Association would 
decide whether delegates from the Army and Navy were entitled to a 
seat on the same footing as other delegates. Ifthe Association did not 
do so, he thought the Chief of the Army and Navy Medieal Bureau 
would not be inclined to nominate delegates from that department, in 
future. 

Dr. Botton, of Virginia, read some resolutions intrusted to him by 
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the Medical Society of Virginia, on the subject of amending the Consti- 
tution. 

Dr. STEWART said the only alterations proposed were, in effect, to 
have one delegate from each College, and one from each hospital, instead 
of two. This was that they might obtain, as nearly as possible, a uni- 
form representation of ten per cent., from all branches of the profession. 
Also the change respecting the Army and Navy delegates. 

The question on indefinite postponement, excepting the clause alter- 
ing the Constitution in relation to delegates from the Army and Navy, 
was put and carried, and the following adopted : 

Resolved, That the second clause of Article 2 of the Constitution be 
so amended as to admit the American Medical Society in Paris to repre- 
sentation in this body upon the same terms as the Medical bodies in this 
country. 

Dr. ALFRED STILLE, Chairman of the Committee to whom was re- 
ferred sundry memorials touching the course to be pursued by Medical 
Colleges and other Boards in the examination x, candidates and the 
granting of Diplomas reported, submitting the following resolution for 
adoption : | ; 

Resolved, That in order to preserve the purity and honor of the Me- 
dical Profession, and to place around young practitioners additional safe- 
guards against temptations to do wrong, as well as to draw a more dis- 
tinct line of separation between true and false physicians, it be and is 
hereby recommended, that every graduate in Medicine be required to 
subscribe a pledge to submit to the revocation of his diploma upon con- 
viction of having knowingly violated the Code of Ethics of this Associa- 
tion. It is also recommended to the several Medical Colleges and such 
other Boards as are by law authorized to examine candidates for admis- 
sion into the Medical Profession,‘to require from every graduate or licen- 
tiate his signature to the Code of Ethics of this Association, and to fur- 
nish him with a copy of the same. It is further recommended that the 
formal administration of a pledge faithfully to observe and keep the said 
Code form vart of the public exercises of Medical Commencements. 

The following form of Promise was among the documents referred to 
Committee on Pledge: 

A. B., of ,in the State of ————, do hereby promise, on the 
honor of a gentleman, that I will conform strictly with the Code of 
Ethics of this my Alma Mater in all things pertaining to the practice 
of my profession; and when I shall fail to do so, I hereby grant to the 
Faculty of said School full power and authority to withdraw said 
Diploma, and all the rights and privileges which itis intended to confer. 

Dr. PALMeEr and other delegates opposed that part of the report pro- 
posing to clothe Colleges with the power of revoking diplomas for a 
breach of the “‘ Code of Ethics.” 

Several motions and counter-motions were made. The Chairman de- 
cided on the right of the Committee to withdraw the objectionable reso- 
lution, when the second and third recommendations of the report were 
adopted. 

Dr. PALMER moved the following, which was adopted : 
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Resolved, That the Standing Committee, of which Dr. Bolton is Chair- 
man, be instructed to inquire into all cases of death that may be re- 
ported as occurring from the use of anzsthetic agents duriag the present 
year in the United States, and report to the next meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. ZreGLER, of Pennsylvania, moved the following, which were laid 
on the table: 

Resolved, That a Committee of three or more be appointed by the 
President, to devise or consider some comprehensive plan or system by 
which subjects connected more especially with Medical Science can be 
more speedily, systematically, generally and thoroughly investigated and 
examined. : 

Dr. Boiron, of Va., gave notice that he would propose the amend- 
ments to the Constitution submitted to this Association by the meeting 
at Richmond, last year, and which have been here indefinitely postponed, 
for adoption at the next annual meeting in St. Louis. 

Dr. J. M. Smirn, of New York, read the following 


Report of Committee on Nominations. 


The Committee on Nominations, in fulfilling the duty of their appoiat- 
ment, propose to continue most of the Special Committees appointed by 
the Association, in May, 1851, and May, 1852, and to appoint several 
new Special Committees, with the subjects to them committed : 

1. Dr. D. F. Conpig, of Philadelphia, Penn.—‘‘ On the Causes of 
Tubercular Disease.” 

2. Dr. JAMEs Jones, of New Orleans, La.—“On the Mutual Rela- 
tions of Yellow and Bilious Remitteut Fever.”’ 

3. Dr. R.S. Houmes, of St. Louis, Mo.—“On Epidemic Erysipelas.”’ 

4. Dr. Geo. B. Woop, of Philadelphia, Penn.—‘‘ On Diseases of Pa- 
rasitic Origin.” 

0. Dr. R. D. Annorp, of Savannah, Ga.—“On the Physiological Pe- 
culiarities and Diseases of Negroes.” 

6. Dr. James R. Woop, of New York—“On Statistics of the Opera- 
tion for the removal of Stone in the Bladder.” 

7. Dr. F. Peyre Porcuer, of Charleston, 8. C.—“On Toxicological 
and Medicinal Propefties of our Cryptogamic Plants.” 

8. Dr. Goopricu A. Wixson, of Virginia—‘ On Cholera, and its 
Relation to Congestive Fever—their Analogy or Identity.” 

9. Dr. WorTHInGTon Hooker, of Connecticut—“ On Epidemics of 
New England and-New York.” 

10. Dr. Joan L. Aries, of Lancaster, Penn.—“On Epidemics of 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland.” 

11. Dr. D. G. Carn, of Charleston, 8S. C.—“On Epidemics of Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas.” 

12. Dr. W. L. Surron, of Georgetown, Ky.—“On Epidemics of 
Tennessee and Kentucky.” 

13. Dr. Toomas Kerypurn, of St. Louis, Mo.—* On Epidemics of 
Missouri, Illinois, lowa, and Wisconsin.” 
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14. Dr. Grorce MENDENBALL, of Cincinnati, Ohio—“< On Epide- 
mics of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan.” 

15. Dr. E. D. FeENNER, of New Orleans, La.—‘‘On Epidemics of 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas.’’ 

16. Dr. Cuas. A. Lex, of New York—* On Domestic Hygiene.” 

17. Dr. Dante. BRAtnarD, of Chicago, I].—“ On the Constitutional 
and Local Treatment of Carcinoma.” 

18. Dr. N.S. Davis, of Chicago, Ill.—‘ On the Influence of Local 
Circumstances on the Origin and Prevalence of Typhoid Fever.” 

19. Dr. Geo. ENGELMAN, of St. Louis, Mo.—*‘ On the Influence of 
Geological Formation on the Character of Disease.” 

20. Dr. Henry M. Buuuirt, of Louisville, Ky.—“ On the Use and 
Effect of Applications of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, either in Local 
or General Disease.” 

21. Dr. Revert CAMPBELL, of Augusta, Ga.—* On the Pathogenic 
Influence of Feather Beds.” 

22. Dr. JAMES Bouton, of Richmond, Va.—“ On the Administra- 
tion of Anesthetic Agents during Parturition.” 

23. Dr. Wenry Taynor, of Mount Clemens, Mich.—‘‘ On Dysen- 
tery.” 

24, Dr. F. Donatpson, of Baltimore, Md.—‘‘On the Present and 
Prospective Value of the Microscope in Disease.” 

25. Dr. R. L. Howarp, of Columbus, Ohio—“On the Pathology 
and Treatment of Scrofula.”’ 

Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County Societies. 
—Isaac Hays, M. D., of Pennsylvania, Chairman; Worthington Hooker, 
M. D., of Connecticut ; Josiah Andrews, M. D., of Michigan ; b. R. 
Wellford, M. D., of Virginia ; A. L. Pierson, M. D., of M assachusetts, 

Committee on Medical Literature. —T. 8. Bell, M D., of Kentucky, 
Chairman; Samuel H. Pennington, M. D., of New Jersey; Ed. H. 
Parker, M. D., of New Hampshire; William K. Bowling, M. D., of 
Tennessee ; Zina Pitcher, M. D. of Michigan. 

Committee on Medical Education.—B. R. Wellford, M. D., of Vir- 
ginia, Chairman; Resign Lowe, M. D., of Iowa; Lynden A. Smith, 
M. D., of New Jersey ; Jacob Bigelow, M. D., of Massachusetts ; L. A. 
Dugas, M. D., of Georgia. 

Committee on Volunteer Communications—Drs. C. A. Pope, Thos. 
Reyburn, John S. Moore, J. B. Johnson and A. Litton, of St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. J. R. Washington, J. 8. Moore, 
S. Pollock, Thos. Reyburn, J. O. Farrar, W. M. McPheeters, C. W. 
Hempstead and E. 8. Lemoine, of St. Louis, Mo. 

Committee on I biscations—Tn. D. V. Condie, Pennsylvania, Chair- 
man; Dr. E. L. Beadle, of New York; Dr. A. Stillé, Seandyloagins 
Dr. J. Hays, Penrsylvania; Dr. E. S. Lemoine, of Missouri; Dr. 
Emerson, Pennsylvania ; Dr. G. W. Norris, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. ATLEE, of Pennsylvania, moved that when the meeting adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet at 9 o’clock on Saturday morning. 

The motion was withdrawn. 
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Dr. Roaers, of Philadelphia, moved to have the report and resolu- 
tions offered by Dr. Zeigler, and laid on the table, taken up. 

The report and resolutions were referred to a Committee, consisting 
of Drs. Zeigler, Rogers and Jackson. 

Drs. ATLEE and MILLENBERGER offered the following, which was 
—7 

tesolved, That the cordial thanks of the American Medical Associa- 
tion be, and they are hereby tendered to the Committee of Arrangement, 
the Trustees of the Church in which they have held their meetings, the 
profession and the citizens generally of New York, for the generous and 
elegant hospitality extended towards its members during its present 
session. 

Dr. Borton, proposed a vote of thanks tothe Presidents of the public 
Institutions, which had been thrown open for members of the Associa- 
tion during their stay. 

Dr. Borton, of Virginia, moved the thanks of the Association to the 
Press of this City, for its accurate report of their proceedings. 

On motion, it was resolved to meet on board the steamboat, at foot 
of Pier No. 3, this morning at 9 o’clock, and proceed to visit the public 
institutions belonging to the City of New York. 

The President congratulated members on the close of their delibera- 
tions, and expressed his wish that they should all meet at St. Louis 
next year. 

The Association then adjourned sine die. 





THE NORWALK CATASTROPHE—MEETING OF THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A meeting of delegates to the late Medical Convention, still remaining 
in New York, was held yesterday morning at the Bleecker Street Church, 
corner of Bleecker and Crosby Streets, for the purpose of expressing the 
feelings of the Association on the loss of several members of that body 
by the railway catastrophe at Norwalk. Dr. Joseph M. Smith was ap- 
pointed President of the meeting, and Dr. E. L. Beadle officiated as 
Secretary. On motion of Dr. Rockwell, a Committee was appointed to 
prepare suitable resolutions for the occasion. The following gentlemen 
formed the Committee: J.H. Griscom, N. Y.; 8. Hanbury Smith, 
Ohio; P. Claiborne Gooch, Va.; L. A. Smith, N. J.; Theodore Goodloe, 
Ala.; R. La Roche, Pa.; John Watson, N. Y. 

The following preamble and resolutions were read by J. H. Griscom, 


M. D. 


Whereas, amid the wide-spread affliction caused by the recent catas- 
trophe at Norwalk, the members of the American Medical Association, 
recognizing in this mournful event the hand of an all-wise Providence, 
feel called upon to express their grief at the sudden removal from life 
of Abel L. Pierson, M. D., of Salem, Mass ; Alexander Welch, M. D., 
of Hartford, Conn.; Josiah Bartlett, M. D., of Stratham, N. H.; : Samuel 
Beach, M. D. , of Bridgeport, Conn.; James M. Smith, M. D., and J. 
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H. Gray, M. D., of Springfield, Mass., late members of the Association:* 
And, whereas, it is the earnest desire of the members, still present in 
the City of New York, to record a suitable expression of their feelings 
upon an occasion equally unprecedented and distressing ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the members have received with profound sorrow the 
lamentable intelligence of the loss which the community, as well as the 
profession, have sustained, by the death of so large a number of the 
American Medical Association. 

Resolved, That as a suitable, though inadequate, external mark of 
their grief at the sudden demise of friends from whom they had so re- 
cently parted, the members of the Association in.general are recom- 
mended to wear the usual badge of mourning for the space of thirty 
days. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to devise some suit- 
~able me thed of commemorating the event, andthe worth and professional 
character of our lamented associates, and recotimend their plan at the 
next meeting of the Association. 

Lesolved, That the members of the Association deeply sympathize 
with the relatives of the deceased, and that a copy of these resolutions, 
duly authenticated, be transmitted to their respective families. 

The resolutions were adopted by the meeting, and a Committee was 
appointed to consider the best method of providing some memorial in 
commemoration of the terrible disaster. The names of this Committee 
were Joseph M. Smith, M. P)., I. C. Stewart, M. D., J. W. G. Cle- 
ments, M. D., W. Rockwell, M. D., Isaac E. Taylor, M. D., E. L. 
Beadle, M. D. and John Watson, M. D. 

The report of this Committee will be delivered at the next meeting 
of the Medical Association, which will take place next year, in St. Louis. 
—N. J. Med. Reporter. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


At its Annual Session, May, 18538. 


Pursuant to the Resolution passed at the last Session, the State Me 
dical Society of J ‘enpeyivanin assembled in Philadelphia, on Wednesday 
25th of May, 1853, at Sansom Street Hall, the place designated by the 
Committee of Arrangement of the Philade phia County Delegation. 

The President, Dr. Hiram Corson, of Montgomery, called “the Society 
to order, and stated that the first business would be the appointment of 
a Committee to examine and verify the Credentials of the Delegates. 
Drs. Wilson Jewell, of Philadelphia, J. Bernard Luden, of Huntingdon, 
and Patrick Cassidy, of Lancaster, were appointed this cominittee, who, 
after some time, reported that they had examined the credentials sub- 
mitted, and found them duly authenticated, with the exception of those 
from Delaware, which were not dated. 

Dr. R. K. Smith, of Delaware, stated that correctly dated credentials 


*Amorg thekilled was Dr. Wm. C. Dwight, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who was 
probably not a member of the As:ociation,—Ld. N. J» Medical Reporter. 


FASE Ste ryt eine tlagetee, eS 


teh ER, elaine 
ao ~ & 


Se? Be Pees ~ ees 


ee ee ee ato 
= nt ee ee 














382 Reports of Societies. [ June, 


were incorporated in the Report of the Delaware County Medical Society, 
and that the date had been inadvertently omitted in the certificate 
handed in. 

Dr. Jewell mentioned that a communication had been presented to the 
Committee on Credentials from the Mifflin County Medical Society, ap- 
pointing Drs. Ard and Rothrock delegates to the State Society, but the 
communication was not signed by the President or Secretary of the 
Mifflin County Society. 

On motion of Dr. H.S. Patterson, of Philadelphia, the communication 
was received and the delegates were acknowledged. 

The following are the delegates whose credentials were presented. 

Those marked * were absent during the session. | 

Alleghany—Drs. John Dickson,* Wm. M. Gray,* John Pollock,* T. 
W. Shaw,* T. J. Gallaher,* Chas. F. Williams,* George McCook,* 
Wm. M. Herron,* Daniel McNeal,* John Wilson.* 

Berks—Drs. John P. Hiester, Wm. Herbst,* C. H. Wanner, J. Sei- 
berling, *Martin Luther, F. M. Hiester. 

Bradford—Dr. George F. Horton. _ 

Blair—Drs. James Coffey,* J. M. Confer. 

Bucks—Drs. Ralph Lee,* Isaac Newton Evans, Samuel Thompson, 
Charles W. Smith,* Samuel Scott,* James S. Rich.* 

Jambria—Drs. John Lowman,* James L. How.* 

Chester—Drs. Wilmer Worthington, Isaac R. Walker, Samuel H. 
Harry, Septimus A. Ogier, J. P. Edge, Jacob Price, Charles W. Par- 
rish,* Edward F. Rivinus,* W. D. Hartman,* J. H. Bradford.* 

Delaware—Drs. R. K, Smith, C. J. Morton, J. Owen, Geo Martin, 


C. Ash. 
Erie—Drs. W. Poyntell Johnson,* W. B. Williams,* Llandaff 


Strong,* H. A. Spencer.* 
Huntingdon—Drs. J. B. Luden, J. M. Gemmill, J. A. Shade,* G. 


H. Winterode.* 

Lancaster—Drs. Francis 8. Burrowes, Emanuel S. Baer, J. L. Zeig- 
ler,* J. L. Atlee, George Hoover, Thomas Ellmaker, Benjamin Rohrer,* 
Henry Carpenter, Benjamin Musser,* J. Augustus Ehler,* Patrick Cas- 
siday, Kly Parry, M. A. Withers, J. Gibbons. 

Lycoming—Drs. Thomas Wood, James Rankin. 

Mifilin—Drs. B. Ard,* A. Rothrock. 

Montgomery—Drs. John Schrack, Benj. Johnson,* William Corson, 
Geo. W. Wimley, E. K. Beaver, F. P. Poley, H. 8. Jacoby,* Henry 
Geiger, Hiram Corson. 

Northampton—-Dr. Samuel Sandt. 

Philadelphia—Drs. Wm. Ashmead, John B. Biddle, Henry Bond, 
Thomas F. Betton, J. R. Bryan, Chas. F’, Bibighaus, Benj. H. Coates, 
Joseph Carson, D. Francis Condic, Wm. Darrach, Gouv. Emerscn, 
James V. Emlen, George Tox, Paul B. Goddard, David Gilbert, Ed- 
ward Hallowell, S. 1. Hollingsworth,* Isaac Hays, N. L. Hatfield, 
Samuel Jackson, Wilson Jewell, KE. Janvier,* Alf. L. Kennedy, Wm. 
H. Klapp, W. L. Knight, John P. Lamb, R. J. Levis, William May- 
burry, John K. Mitchell, George W. Norris, Arnold Naudain,* Henry 
S. Patterson, Lewis Rodman, Neville C. Reid, Moses B. Smith, A, KH. 
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Stocker, Laurence Turnbull, Francis West, Joseph Warrington, Thos. 
S. Yardley, J. V. Patterson,* John M. Pugh. 

Schuyliill—Drs. Enos Chichester, John G. Koehler, B. F. Shannon, 
James 8. Carpenter, Charles M. Steinberger, George Haiberstadt, Jacob 
F. Treichler. 

Susquehanna—Drs. B. Richardson,* E. L. Park.* 

On motion of Dr. Condie, of Philadeiphia, the reading of the minutes 
of the last session was dispensed with. 

‘On motion of Dr. Lamb, of Philadelphia, the minutes of the last ses- 
sion were referred to a Committee, with a view to bring before the So- 
ciety any unfinished business from the last session. Drs. Mayburry, of 
Philadelphia, Worthington, of Chester, and Jamb were appointed this 
Committee. 

The President now read the Annual Address, prepared by him in pur- 
suance of a resolution of the last session. He commenced by a feeling 
allusion to the death of a prominent member of the Society, Dr. Isaac 
Parrish, who was well remembered as an active participator in the pro- 
ceedings of the last and every previous meeting of the Society, and who had 
a few months since been removed by death. Dr. Corson proceeded to 
descant upon the objects which had been aimed at and accomplished in 
the formation of the Society. To effect a thorough organization of the 
profession of the State, was one great object which had brought them 
together. But, they had also higher and nobler objects than mere self- 

agerandizement, —the improvewent of medical science, by bringing to- 
gether the stores of facts and observations which were collected from 
year to year. He alluded in complimentary terms to the advantages to 
be derived by the physicians from the country in their intercourse with 
the profession and medical institutions of Philadelphia, while they from 
the country brought in their accounts of the diseases and epidemics as 
they prevailed in their respective localities, with reference to the geolo- 
vical formations, meteorological conditions, habits of life, and other cir- 
cumstarces under which they occurred. They might perhaps be enabled 
to present some valuable data of the modifications of the disease which 
prevailed in our State in the mining, the manufacturing, and the agri- 
cultural districts. 

Dr. Corson next turned to the effects of the various forms of quackery, 
prevailing in our midst, on the advancement of medical science. He 
thought that, perhaps, we might learn something indirectly from each 
of them. 

Passing to the subject of medical education, Dr. Corson dwelt with 
considerable emphasis on the neglect of chemistry in the curriculum of 
medical studies, and on its high importance to medical science. It was 
comparatively slighted in our “medical schools, and he coincided with an 
opinion expressed by Prof. Hare, at the meeting of the American Me- 
dical Association, in 1847, that no student should receive a diploma 
without the vote of the Professor of Chemistry. 

Dr. Corson thought it would be much better to ask the Medical Col- 
leges to insist upon a knowledge of chemistry as essential to graduation, 
than to require private practitioners to shut their office-doors upon those 
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youths who were anxious to enter upon the study of medicine, but were 
ignorant of Latin and Greek. If we asked for too high a standard of 
preliminary education, we might exclude youths of genius and ennobling 
qualities, who had not had the advantages of superior early education— 
such self-made men as Franklin, Rittenhouse, Velpeau, and the elder 
Parrish. 

On the subject of the County Medical Reports, Dr. Corson expressed 
a wish that attention might be turned to the use and abuse of some of 
the mineral medicines. He paid his respects rather pointedly to mer- 
cury, and hoped that future reports from the County Medical Societies 
would take up this subject, and give them information as to the diseases 
in which mercurials were essential, and those which were curable without 
them. 

Dr. Corson concluded his address with some very strong remarks on 
the employment of alcoholic liquors by medical men. He was not only 
severe in his denunciation of their dietetic and social use, but he took 
the ground that “ alcoholic stimulants are unnecessary in the treatment 
of any disease.”’ 

On the termination of Dr. Corson’s address, Dr. H. Carpenter, of 
Lancaster, moved that the thanks of the Society be tendered to Dr. 
Corson for his eloquent address, just delivered, and that a copy be re- 
quested for publication. 

Dr. Jewell could not vote for this resolution, if the sentiments con- 
tained in the Address were to go abroad as those of the Society. There 
was no more decided temperance man than he, but he was not prepared 
to sanction the opinion that we can dispense entirely with the use of 
alcoholic stimuli in the treatment of disease. He thought Dr. Corson’s 
views ultra. He could not support the printing of the address as it had 
been delivered. 

Dr. H. 8. Patterson did not consider the Society in any way com- 
mitted to the views of the Address. 

And Dr. H. Carpenter, in moving to print the Address, had no idea 
of expressing any endorsement of the opinions advanced in it. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Dr. West, of Philadelphia, presented his report as Treasurer of the 
Society. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was referred for examination to a Com- 
mittee, consisting of Drs. Burrowes, of Lancaster, Wood, of Lycoming, 
and Bibighaus, of Philadelphia. “ 

Dr. Condie presented the report of the Committee of Publication. 
750 copies of the Transactions of last year had been printed, of which 
500 had been sent to County Societies, and 136 disposed of, and sent 
to journals, &c.; making in all 636 distributed, and leaving 114 on hand. 
The publication had cost $305, other expenses $3.62 ; making an entire 
cost of $308.62. From County Societies $145 had been received ; from 
the Treasurer $155.97; from Dr. Innes, for extra copies, $5; from Dr. 
La Roche, for the same, $1. <A balance of $21.624 remained due the 
Committee of Publication. The assessments from the counties of Hunt- 
ingdon, Lebanon, Lycoming, Mifflin, Perry and Susquehanna, ($35) 
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had not been received. He was told, though, that the Huntingdon 
county assessment was here and would be handed in, and also that there 
was a letter in the Post Office containing that from Susquehanna. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, the Commtttee on Publication was autho- 
rized to draw on the Treasurer for $21.624. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was resolved that the daily meetings of 
the Society shall be from 10 A. M. to 1 P. M., and from 4 to 6 P.M. 

Dr. West extended an invitation to the Society to visit the Mint to- 
morrow morning at 9 A. M. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Lancaster, Dr. Burnell, of Massachusetts, 
was invited to a seat on the floor. 

On motion of Dr. Jackson, of Philadelphia, Dr. Spencer, of Syracuse, 
was invited to a seat on the floor. 

Dr. Beaver, of Montgomery, moved that Dr. Geiger be admitted as a 
substitute for five of the Montgomery county Delegation, who were ab- 
sent. 

Dr. Lamb asked if Dr. Geiger was a resident of Montgomery. And, 
it being stated that Dr. Geiger was a resident of Philade sIphia, ‘Dr. Fox, 
of Philadelphia, thought it not proper that he should represent Mont- 
gomery. 

Dr. R. K. Smith, of Delaware, wished the question settled, if a county 
can be represented bya delegate not residing therein, also, if, when a 
member of a County Society moves out of a County, his association with 
the County Society is not dissolved. The Delaware county Medical 
Society desired information on this point. 

Some discussion took place on this question, and finally, on motion of 
Dr. Condie, the subject was referred to a Committee, to report at the 
afternoon session. Drs. Condie, Koehler, of Schuylkill Ilaven, and 
Maybury were appointed this Committee. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 


Afternoon Session. 


The President called the Society to order at 4 P. M. 

The President presented the acknowledgment of the Society of the 
State of New York for the Transactions of the Pennsylvania State So- 
ciety, and also the Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of 
New York. 

The roll was now called. The minutes were read and approved. 

Dr. Jewell reported that Dr. Samual Sand had been appointed a dele- 
gate from Northampton County Medical Society, in place of Dr. 

_ C. Field. 

“— Jewell reported that Dr. Henry Geiger had been appointed a dele- 
gate us substitute for Dr. McEuen, from Montgomery county. 

Dr. Jewell reported that Dr. Confer, from Blair county, had been 
appointed a delegate from that county. He had been in the eity a 
week, and his sredentials had not reached him. 

On motion of Dr. Worthington, Dr. Confer was admitted a delegate 
from Bleir. 

Dr. Warrington asked, with reference to the assessment, if the ex- 
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penses of the State Medical Society, independently cf the accommoda- 
tions here, were not to be borne by the County Medical Societies pro 
rata to the number of delegates. 

Dr. Warrington moved a resolution to this effect. 

Dr. Worthington, of Chester, seconded the motion. 

Dr. Condie said, that unless delegates now came forward and paid an 
assessment, the publication of the Transactions would be delayed. The 
County Societies were backward in paying their contributions because 
many of them met so seldom. The assessment now to be levied would 
meet the more urgent pecuniary demands to be made on the Publication 
Committee, while the contributions of the County Medical Societies 
would complete the demand. 

Dr. Warrington thought that the principle of throwing the burden of 
these expenses on the delegates was unjust, and he hoped the practice 
would now be established of making the County Societies bear this 
expense. 

Dr. Patterson read the article of the Constitution providing that 
County Societies pay the expenses of publication according to their 
ratio of representation. The State Society to fix the rate of assessment. 

Dr. Warrington moved that a Committee be appointed to fix the rate. 

Dr. Condie thought it was impossible that a Committee could make 
in advance a rate of assessment which would be proper, as they could 
not tell what would be the cost of the Transactions. He thought it 
better that the delegates should pay an assessment now, and collect it 
afterwards from the County Societies. He moved the assessment be $2 
on each of the delegates. 

Dr. Atlee begged leave to say a word. He thought Dr. Condie’s 
opinion, from his long experience in publication, entitled to great defer- 
ence. But he must still deem it unjust that delegates who came here at 
their own expense, should be taxed for the cost of the Transactions in 
addition. They were besides to be taxed in their own Societies pro 
rata. Lancaster county sent a large delegation, who would be all taxed 
here, and then taxed pro rata in their County Socicties, Thus a large 
delegation is most largely taxed. The more zeal shown in a county, the 
more the pecuniary burthen. 

Dr. Warrington reiterated his views, which were that the County 
Societies be taxed according to the number of delegates to which they 
are entitled, whether sent or not. 

Dr. Fox thought that this was all provided for by the Constitution. 
All monies should be received and distributed by the Treasurer. He had 
resigned the office of Treasurer because this had not been done. The 
Chairman of the Committee of Publication had received and paid out 
money without previously handing it to the Treasurer. The proper 
mode was for County Societies to hand over to the Treasurer the money 
they collect, and then for the Committee of Publication to draw on the 
Treasurer. 

Dr. Worthington thought it would be proper for the Treasurer or the 
Chairman of the Committee on Publication to make an assessment on 
County Societies, when the cost of publication was known, and he was 
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sure the amount called for at once would be transmitted to the Trea- 
surer. ‘Treasurer and Publication Committee would confer together and 
fix ratio and assessment. County Societies were bound to return lists of 
their members. He moved the Treasurer make assessment on County 
Societies, pro rata for representation. Let them know what it is and 
have it transmitted. 

Dr. Burrowes, of Lancaster, thought the Publication Committee 
could not go on without funds in hand. It would be better to get some 
money now from delegates. 

Dr. Worthington’s motion was now carried. 

Dr. Condie, from the Committee to whom was referred the question 
whether members of County Socicties, moving out of the County, forfeit 
their membership, reported: According to a strict construction of the 
Constitution this would be the result; but it would defeat the object of 
bringing within the organization of the profession every member in good 
standing. A physician may move to a place where there is no Society, 
or some time may elapse before he can connect himself with the Society 
where he has moved, or he may be nearer the place of meeting of an 
adjoining county than his own. The Committee recommend a certain 
latitude to county Societies as regards these cases. They recommend 
that physicians moving into another county, in good standing, be 
received into the Society of the county where they move, on certificate 
from county left. 

Dr. Atlee said the rule in Lancaster county is to strike from the roll 
all-who move permanently from the county. He thought it a good 
rule. To change it would be to reverse one of the great principles on 
which the State Medical Society was founded, viz. the organization of 
the profession. The County Societies should be entitled only to repre- 
sentation on their resident members. If a man goes to a county where 
there is no Society, let him go to work and organize a Society. 

Dr. Atlee moved to recommit the report. 

Dr. Worthington moved that the report be laid on the table, and 
that it be 

Resolved, That the Society adheres to a strict construction of the 
Article of the Constitution which confines membership of County Socie- 
ties to residents within the County. Carried. 

Dr. Condie now moved that the State Society recommend to the 
County Societies to incorporate within their by-laws an article admit- 
ting members from other counties on a certificate from the county 
which they leave. 

Dr. Worthington objected to this, as defeating the free action of the 
County Societies, and fettering them. Each Society could regulate its 
own membership. 

Dr. Atlee moved to amend Dr. Condie’ ; motion by making a man 


who removes merely edigib/e without a year’s residence, but still let him 


be ballotted for. 

Dr. Jackson opposed Dr. Condie’s resolution. 

Dr. H. Carpenter moved that Dr. Condie’s resolution be laid on the 
table. Carried—24 to 20. 
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Dr. John P. Heister, of Reading, from Berks County Medical So- 
ciety, laid before the Society the following report and resolutions on 
adulterated drugs, from Berks County Medical Society : 

«“ After carefully considering the able and valuable reports made by 
the different Committees on adulterated drugs, appointed by the Medical 
Association, your Committee would respectfully suggest that there ap- 
pears to be still a considerable want of system in the modes proposed, 
of abating or abolishing the serious evil of the manufacture and sale of 
spurious drugs, so loudly and justly complained of. The nearest 
approach to a feasible, and in the opinion of your Committee, effectual 
plan, is that suggested by Dr. R. M. Huston, and reported in the 
Transactions of the Association for 1851. 

On an attentive review of the whole subject, being deeply impressed 
with its great importance, and aided and guided by the valuable sug- 
gestions contained in the reports of the Committees of the Association 
above referred to, your Committee would most respectfully submit the 
following resolutions, to be taken up by your delegates to the next 
session of the State Medical Society for its consideration : 

1. Resolved, That the County or local Societies of this State be 
urgently requested to appoint annually committees to collect samples of 
drugs from dealers and manufacturers, in their respective districts, to 
be presented to the State Medical Society at their annual sessions. 

2. Resolved, That the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania 
appoint annually a Committee of three to take charge of the said samn- 
ples, and it shall be their duty to employ a competent assayer of drugs 
to examine the same, and give an opinion on their purity and quality, 
and this opinion shall be presented to the Society for publication in their 
Transactions. 

3. Resolved, That the amount of expense incurred by the Committee 
in carrying into effect the above resolutions, shall be assessed and col- 
lected in like manner as is assessed and collected the amount for defray- 
ing the expenses for publishing the Transactions. 

Dr. Heister advocated these resolutions at some length. 

Dr. Parry, of Lancaster, thought the plan expensive and impracti- 
cable. 

Dr. Turnbull, of Philadelphia, expressed the same views. 

On motion of Dr. Biddle, of Philadelphia, the resolutions were 
referred to a Committee to inquire into the expediency and practicability 
of carrying out the suggestions embodied in the Berks County resolu- 
tions, and to report tothe next session of the Society. Drs. Biddle, Parry 
and Carson, of Philadelphia, were appointed this Committee. 

The President presented an invitation from the Academy of Natural 
Sciences to visit their Hali at any hour designated by the Society. 

The invitation was accepted for Friday afternoon at 3. 

Dr. H. Carpenter moved that a committee of one delegate from each 
county be appointed to nominate officers for the ensuing year. Carried. 

Dr. Condie moved that the order of the day for to-morrow, imme- 
diately after reading the minutes, be Reports from County Societies. 
The nominating Committee appointed, consisted of— 
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: Dr. H. Carpenter, ’ ; Lancaster, 
“ (©. H. Warner, ; ‘ Berks, 
<¢ 6G. F. Horton, ; ' Bradford, 
“ Tsaac Newton Evans, : Bucks, — 
“ Tsaac R. Walker, . , ‘ Chester, 
“ RR. H. Smith, , , Delaware, 
“ J. D. Luden, ; ' Huntingdon, 
“ ‘Thomas Wood, ; : Lycoming, 
‘ A. Rothrock, . # Mifflin, 
“ J. W. Wimley, : , ; Montgomery, 
‘« Samuel Sands, . ; Northampton. 
‘< DP. Gilbert, .. : . Philadelphia, 
“John G. Koehler, . ‘ Schuylkill, 





Susquehanna. 
Dr. Burrowes, from the Committee to audit the Treasurer’s account, 
reported that they examined and found it correct. Report accepted. 
The hour of adjournment now arrived. 


Th ursday— Second day—26th of May. 


The Society was called to order by the President at 10 o’clock A. M. 

‘The roll was called, and the minutes read and approved. 

Reports from County Societies being in order, the Report of Sanitary 
Committee of the Medical Society of the City of Reading of the ( ‘ounty 
of Berks, for 1855, was presented and re ad by one of the Secretaries. 
A prevalence of typhoid fever and a typhoid tendency in dise ases gene- 
rally, an epidemic of parotiditis in a district of the county, were among 
the most noticeable points in this report. 

Dr. Wm. Gries, Chairman of the Committee, expressed an unfavor- 
able opinion of the use of alkaline and saline preparations, where an 
hemorrhagic tendency prevails in typhoid fever. His experience was 
also deaidedly against the general use of alcoholic stimulants in this 
epidemic. He found the use of aromatic sulphuric acid very advan- 
tageous, both in restraining the hemorrhagic tendency and alvine dis- 
cha urges, and in supporting the patients. The sulphate of quinia, whi Hic 7 
Dr. Gries had in previous epidemics employed with advantage, he de- 
rived no advantage from in this, except in the declining stages of the 
fever, when it occasionally presented something of an intermittent cha- 
racter. 

The Report from the Chester County Medical Society was next read. 
The report was necessarily brief, it was stated by Dr. C. W. Parrish, 
chairman, as only five communications had beeu received, and none 
intimated the prevalence of any general epidemic. ‘The physicians from 
whom communications had been received, were Drs. Worthington, 
Hartman and Price, of West Chester, Edge, of Downingtown, and Pen- 
nypacker, of P henixville. Dr. Edge, of the Chester Valley, reported 
the occurrence of numerous cases of typhoid fever in his district. 

He thought the disease had been clearly communicated from patient 
to patient. Its appearance in Uwchlan, north of the Valley, was trace- 
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able to the scattering of the pupils of a boarding school, where the fever 
had prevailed. Dr. Edge himself felt the effects of the disease in in- 
creased languor, Xc., for two weeks. 

Dr. Hartman reported several cases of dysentery in the mica slate 
ridge, the same district in which it occurred in 1851. He had tried 
the nitrate of silver, and his experience was quite unfavorable as regards 
its effects. 

Drs. Worthington, Pennypacker, Price and Hartman, all referred to 
a disease, as prevailing from last of January to last of spring months, 
which was probably influenza, although catarrhal symptoms were not 
prominent. Dr. Pennypacker found sulphate of quinia very useful in 
managing it. Dr. Worthington had treated it by evacuants very suc- 
eessfully. 

A few cases of erysipelas, cholera morbus, cholera infantum, rubeola, 
&e., were recorded. Pertussis had occurred epidemically in certain dis- 
tricts. 

Dr. Pennypacker had met with an unusual number of cases of acute 
rheumatism, some of them of great violence. 

This Report and the preceding were referred to the Committee on 
Publication. . 

An invitation to visit the Academy of Fine Arts was now presented, 
and aceepted for one o’clock to-day. 

An invitation from Rey. Dr. Dueachet, of St. Stephen’s Church, to 
visit the Statuary in that Church was received, and one o’clock on 
Friday was fixed for accepting the invitation. 

The Seeretary now read the Report from the Schuylkill county Medi- 
eal Society. Dr. James S. Carpenter, the Chairman, stated that he had 
received no communications from the physicians of the county. No 
epidemics had prevailed in the county. Since the oceurrence of the great 
flood of 1850 in the Schuylkill and its tributaries, a marked diminution 
in the occurrences of miasmatic fevers had been noticed. A few cases 
of typhoid fever had been observed, traceable, according to Dr. Carpen- 
ter’s views, to defective drainage. He had used sulphate of quinia and 
nux vomica with good effect. A tendency to cerebro-spinal meningitis 
had been noticed. In the treatment cf dysentery he had used tineture 
of chloride of iron with much suecess. In searlatina, he had used in- 
unction in conjunction with chlorate of potassa internally, with very 
striking advantage. 

Dr. Carpenter mentioned two cases of strangulated hernia, in which, 
after every known means of reduction had been attempted, the bowels 
was readily and promptly reduced by inhalation with chloroform. 

The influence of a/titude upon disease Dr. Carpenter briefly alluded 
to. He stated, that within certain limits, elevation of situation and 
the consequent rarefaction of the atmosphere, he believed to be con- 
ducive to a healthy condition of the lungs. Dr. Carpenter intimated an 
intention on the part of the Schuylkill County Medical Society to de- 
vote more attention to this subject i in a future report. 

Report referred to Committee of Publication. 

Dr. R. K. Smith now read the sanitary report of the Delaware County 











1853. | Medical Society of Pennsylvania. 391 


Medical Society. Scarlatina, rubeola, variola, dysentery, miasmatic 
fevers, cutaneous and rheumatic fevers had been the prevalent diseases. 
It was observed that the districts affected with miasmatic fever were ex- 
empted from dysentery; and also that the districts affected this year 
with dysentery had been exempt the year before. Dysentery had taken 
a very malignant and fatal form in the onset of the epidemic. Geolo- 
gical formation appgared to exercise very little influence over it. As 
regards treatment, calomel and opium, or some other form of mercury, 
castor oil, laxatives, (more or less frequently) with laudanum or oil of 
turpentine, acetate of lead and ipecacuanha, with opium, were found of 
great value; Hope’s mixture, anodyne and astringent enemata, were also 
resorted to by many. 28 cases and 2 deaths, and 30 cases and no 
deaths, are the numbers recorded in two reports. 

Dr. Smith stated that the physicians of thé northern portion of the 

vounty had not responded to the circular issued, and were consequently 
unrepresented in the report. 

Dr. H. Carpenter read the Report of the Lancaster County Medical 
Society. This report contained an elaborate and interesting geographi- 
cal, geological and statistical description of the County. The report was 
accompanied by a chart. As regards diseases of past year, but little is 
to be offered, it being a period of unusual health; and only one commu- 
nication was received in reply to the circulars issued. Dysentery had 
been most prevalent in slaty or primary districts. The surrounding 
country was entirely exempt. As regards non-prevalence of dysentery 
in limestone regions, mentioned in last year’s reports of several Counties, 
the Lancaster County Report cannot concur. The dysenteric epidemic 
appeared to be of amiasmatic origin, and required a corresponding treat- 
ment. Total number of practitioners in the County 155; graduates 102 ; 
non-graduates 28; total regular practitioners 150. 

This Report was also referred to Committee on Publication. 

The Report from Blair County was read by the Secretary. Only two 
reports had been received in this County, besides those furnished by 
members of the Committee. The Committee commented upon the ne- 
gligenee thus evinced. 

Rubeola, searlatina, variola, varicella and varioloid, typhoid fever, 
and dysentery, were the diseases noticed, with a remarkable absence of 
ordinary, acute and inflammatory fevers, and miasmatic diseases. The 
past year had been one of general health. The Report furnished very 
interesting and full details of the various diseases which had been 
noticed. Drs. 4 outer, toss, and others, coutributed voluminous reports 
to the Blair Co. Socie ty. Dr. Landis of — county, was attacked by 
typhoid fever, foom exposure, fatigue X&c., incident to his duties among 
his patients with that disease. The writer denies the contagious char- 
acter of the disease-—its production owing to deliberating agents gene- 
rally—believes it to be epidemic—has never seen a case where venti- 
lation and other preventive measures were fairly used. Plas met with 
more obstinate cases of neuralgia during past year than he can recol- 
lect of previously—has on the ‘whole been a year ubove the average state 
of health. ‘Topographical and Geological reports will be made in 
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another year. Medical Society in existence seven years—held four 
meetings in 1852—Drs. Coffee and Confer, a committee to prepare re- 
ports for 1852—officers—mem bers—named—referred. 

Report of Mifflin co. read by Dr. Rothrock ; County has been unusually 
healthy—sporadic cases tending to typhoid type; typhoid pneumonia 
rather common—some sporadic cases of dysentery—(reading here sus- 
pended—some of the manuscript being mislaid—to be resumed when 
found. ) 

Huntingdon co. Report read by Dr. Luden. Has also enjoyed unu- 
sually good health. Rubeola, varicella, the only epidemic during past 
year still prevails at close of year, mostly in the borough of Hanti ing- 
don. Writer believes typhoid fever communicable by contagion—mor- 
tality from said fever during this year about 9 per cent.; prevailing 
mostly upon the slaty and wet districts. Dr. Miller reports cases of 
dysentery, mostly upon the slaty formation; yet some very severe ones 
occurring on the limestone formation. The cases of intermittent, and re- 
mittent, ‘less than other years. Neuralgia of every variety more frequent 
than of late years. Small pox prevailed to some degree; mortality 
about 7 per cent. Anthrax, furunculi, Xc., very common. Inflamma- 
tory disease of respiratory organs rather numerous during the winter 
months ; some putting on the ty phoid type. Referred to committee of 
publication. 

Dr. Atlee of Lancaster, Chairman of committee of epidemics of Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, of the National Medical Association, 
read a communication on the subject, calling the attention of the mem- 
bers to the subject, and urging the members to make observations and 
communicate them to him. Referred to the committee of publication, 
to be published with the minutes. On motion adjourned. 


Afternoon Session. 


The President called the Society to order at 4 o’clock, P. M. Roll 
called. Minutes read and approved. 

‘A communication, read before Huntingdon County Medical Society, 
on Small-Pox, Vaccination, and Varioloid, by Dr. Gemmill, was pre- 
sented as an appendix to Huntingdon county report. It was read, and 
referred to Committee on Publication. ' 

Dr. Condie stated that, owing to the ill health of the Chairman of 
the Committee of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, Dr. H.S. 
Patterson, the report from Philadelphia county was not prepared. 
He moved, that if ready before the publication of the transactions, it be 
included in them. 

The report of the Susquehanna County Medical Society was prepared 
by Dr. Latham, chairman, which was presented and read. It contained 
a topographical and geological description of the county, and a brief sketch 
of the diseases which had prevailed during the past year. The general 
health of the county had been remarkably good, and nothing worthy of 
especial notice had occurred, except an epidemic of a mild form of scar- 
latina. Referred to Committee of Publication. 
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Dr. Jewell extended an invitation to the Society from the Phila- 
delphia delegation, to an entertainment to be given in the hall this eve- 
ning. 

On motion adjourned to visit Girard College. 


Third day—friday—27th of May. 

The President called the Society to order at 11 o’clock. 

Dr. Cassiday, from the Committee on Credentials, reported those of 
Cambria county delegates correct. 

The minutes of the last mee ting were read and approved. 

Dr: Maybury, from the Committee on Unfinished Business of the 
last session, reported. 

On motion of Dr. Patterson, the report was accepted. ‘The Commit- 
tee was continued, and the committees named in the report were called 
on for their respective reports. 

Drs. Carpenter and Hualberstadt, of Schuylkill, extended an invitation 
to the Society to hold its next meeting at Pottsville. ae 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was resolved that the next meeting of the 
Society be held at Pottsville. 

The report of the Cambria \ounty Medical Society was read and re- 

ferred. - 
The report of the Montgomery County Medical Society was now re ad. 
It presented a very full and interesting account of the diseases observed 
in this county, with full details of the treatment employed. Dr. H. 
Geiger was the Chairman of this Committee. 

The report of the Bucks County Medical Society was now read. No 
regular report was made, but an account was submitted of epidemics 
which prevailed in the county some years ago, which they asked to be 
referred to the Committee of Publication, with discretionary power to 
print the whole or part. 

Dr. Walker, of Chester, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Recording Secretaries to transmit 
to the C hairman of the Committce of Arr angements of the *‘ National 
Medical Association,” a correct list of the delegates from this Society, 
so that it m: Ly be received at least one week previous to the meeting of 
said Association. Also, that the Secretaries shall supply each deleg: ate 
with a certificate of his appointment. 

Dr. West offored the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Publication be instructed to prefix 
to the forthcoming volume of the transactions of this Society, a note, or 
statement, that the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania does 
not endorse or sanction the facts or opinions contained in any address or 
report which may be made to them, or published by their authority. 

Dr. R. K. Smith offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That each Medical Society be requested to furnish with 
their reports a synopsis of their contents, and that the reports be read 
by their titles, with the synopsis of their contents, and referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 
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Dr. Warrington, of Philadelphia, was opposed to the indiscriminate 
publication of the reports coming from various quarters. He thought 
that the right of selection, condensation, curtailment, or rejection, should 
be vested in the Committee of Publication, with reference to reports. 

Dr. Condie said this Society was not organized as a censorship over 
men’s minds or their productions. He wished every man to present 
his facts and views in his own way. The object of the Society had 
been to rouse up the dormant energics of the profession of the State, 
and he thought it would be very unwise to reject the materials furnished 
in the reports because men might take exception to portions of them. 
How many differences of opinion existed in every branch of medicine— 
physiology for instance? Who should undertake to say what was cor- 
rect and what was not? Freedom of mind was essential to the advance- 
ment of science. The moment you undertake to trim and curtail the 
reports you will cease to receive reports. He was for receiving all the 
reports and printing them as they were received, while it would be stated 
in the Transactions that the Society in no way endorsed or sanctioned the 
opinions and facts presented in them. He felt that the Medical Society 
of Pennsylvania might be proud of their transactions as already pub- 
lished. 

Dr. R. K. Smith thought the resolution of Dr. West, just passed, 
met every objection that might be felt to opinions advanced in reports. 
He was opposed to any curtailment or alteration in the reports. 

Dr. Emerson, of Philadelphia, wished that the reports should always 
be accompanied by abstracts, not exceeding eight foolscap pages, which 
should be read in place of the reports, unless they were of unusual in- 
terest. He moved, as an amendment to Dr. Smith’s resolution, that 
each report be accompanied by a synopsis not exceeding eight post pages. 

Dr. Geiger, of Montgomery, concurred in the views expressed by Dr. 
W arrington. He thought there was a great deal of lumber in the re- 
ports—matter to be found in all the’text books, or copied from Rogers’ 
Geological Manual—that they should not be at the expense of publishing. 

Dr. Jackson said that there had not been a medical book published 
since the days of Hippocrates, that did not contain the lumber alluded 
to by the gentleman who spoke last. He did not feel the force of his 
objections. 

Dr. Hays thought we might legislate too much. He thought it un- 
wise to put upon the county Societies the additional labor of furnishing 
abstracts, and, besides, he considered it disrespectful to ask the county 
Societies to make reports, and then to decline to read them in full. 

Dr. Corson took’ the floor, and expressed himself strongly opposed to 
any interference with the reading of the reports in full. He believed 
that they were doing incalculable good in rousing the energies of the 
heretofore isolated country practitioners, in teaching them to think and 
judge for themselves, and to throw off the trammels of the teachers 
whose opinions and dogmata, however valuable, had hitherto been too 
blindly followed. He was for receiving and reading the reports in full. 

Dr. J. K. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, “said, that the great objection to 
allowing any committee to cut to pieces the reports, was that what some 
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men would call lumber, others might think jewels. He had often de- 
rived great satisfaction from the old ideas and opinions which were revived 
in these reports, and which some gentlemen deemed so valueless. He 
was against any cutting up of these Reports. He was for the fullest 
array of facts im these reports. He thought it an omission in some of 
them to have omitted the age at which death took place in fatal cases. 
It had an important bearing in the mortality of many diseases, typhoid 
fever for instance. 

Dr M. B. Smith, of Philadelphia, was opposed to cutting down the 
reports. 

Qn motion of Dr. Walker, of Chester, both resolutions were indefi- 
nitely postponed. Yeas, 28, nays, 7. 

Dr. Burrowes, of Lancaster, ‘offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, Since our last meeting it has pleased Providence to remove 
from us our friend and professional brother, Dr. Samurn Durriexp. 
As a father, friend and physician he had few superiors. To see was to 
know him: he looked, thought and talked like a gentleman. His 
removal has left a vacancy not easily filled; in hime “cum tristibus 
severe, cum remissis jucunde,”’ was not the result of artificial ac¢om- 
modation. 

Resolved, That thé Pennsylvania Medical Society receive with un- 
feigned regret the intelligence of the death of their firm friend and pro- 
fessional brother, Dr. Durrienp. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by the 
Secretary to the family of our lamented brother, expressive of our 
heartfelt sympathy. 

Dr. West offered the following resolutions, which he prefaced by 
feeling and eloquent remarks : 

Whereas, Since the last meeting of this Society, it~has pleased 
Almighty God, in his wise Providence, to remove by death from our 
midst, Dr. IsAAc PARRISH, a most useful and highly valued member 
of the Society ; 

And whereas, it is due to his memory, as well as useful to those whom 
he has left behind, to hold up for esteem and imitation his purity of pur- 
pose and great integrity of character, both private and: professional, as 
well as the constant devotion and zeal exhibited in his efforts to advance 
the common cause of medical science, medical education’ and medical 
ethics ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the members of the Medical Society of the State of 
Pennsylvania, have received, with feelings of untffected sorrow, the 
intelligence of the death of Dr. Parris, which oceurred shortly after 
the last annual session of the Society, and that they desire thus to record 
their high estimation of his talents and personal worth, as well as their 
sense of the heavy loss sustained in his death, by surviving friends both 
in and out of the profession, as well as by the community “at large. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by the 
Secretary to the family of the late Dr. Parrish, with the assurance of 
the sincere sympathy of the Society in their bereavement. 
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Dr. H. Carpenter offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That this Society deeply regrets the decease of its late 
fellow member and first President, Dr. SAamuEL Humes, of Lancaster 
city, for whose moral worth, high professional character, and active zeal 
in promoting the objects and interests of this organization, the members 
of the State Medical Society will ever fondly cherish his memory. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries are hereby instructed to transmit a 
copy of the above to the friends of the deceased. 

Dr. West stated that the memoir of Dr. Parrish by Dr. Jackson 
could be obtained by application to the Secretary. 

Dr. Jewell called for the reading of the Report of the Bucks County 
Medical Society. 

Dr. Condie was unwilling to compel the reading of this Report, as 
the authors did not desire it. 

Dr. Thompson, of Bucks, said that the communication in question 
was not a Report of the Bucks County Society, but merely an account 
ef an epidemic, apparently diphtheritis and typhoid fever, which pre- 
vailed in Bucks County some six years since. He had no objection, 
however, to the reading. 

And it was accordingly read by the Secretary. 

After the reading, Dr. Jewell said he was opposed to publishing mere 
individual Reports, unless they receive the sanction of the County 
Medical Society. 

Dr. Emerson concurred. 

Dr. Condie said this wassubstantially a County Report. The author 
of the Report, Dr. Thompson, said it was not a County Report. 

Dr. Emerson moved to reconsider the vote by which this communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee of Publication, and ordered to be 
published ; but the motion was lost. 

Dr. H. Carpenter brought in the Report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, and the officers therein nominated for the ensuing year were 
unanimously elected. The following are the officers : 

President.— Dr. John P. Heister, of Bucks. 

Vice- Presidents.—Drs. Francis F. Burrowes, of Lancaster; John H. 
Gemmill, of Huntingdon; Robert K. Smith, of Delaware; Jacob M. 
Confer, of Blair. . 

Recording Secretaries.—Drs.-Henry S. Patterson, of Philadelphia ; 
Isaac R. Walker, of Chester. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. Isaac Hays, of Philadelphia. 

Treasurer.—Dr. Francis West, of Philadelphia. 

Censors, lst and 2d Districts.—Drs. Wilson Jewell, of Philadelphia ; 
Wim. Corson, of Montgomery; George Halberstadt, of Schuylkill ; 
Samuel A. Benton, of Delaware; S. Thompson, of Bucks. 

Censors, 38d and 4th Disricts.—Drs. Thomas Wood, of Lycoming ; 
Mordecai Massey, of Huntingdon; A. Rothrock, of Mifflin; Wm. W. 
Mellvain, of York; J. H. Case, of Perry. 

Censors, 5th and Oth Districts—Drs. C. F. Perkins, of Erie; J. 
McK. Morgan, of Alleghany; J. P. Gazzam, ditto; Jas. Dickson, do. ; 
W. Anderson, ditto. 
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Delegates to the American Medical Association for 1854.—Drs. Hiram 
Corson, of Montgomery; Wm. Maybury, of wailadeheniey John L. 
Atlee, of Lancaster; Trail Green, of Northampton; J. 8. Carpenter, 
of Schuylkill ; Edward Wallace, of Berks; Isaac R. Walker, of Ches- 
ter; John L. Ross, of Blair ; Irwin, of Alle ghany. 

Dr. N. B. Smith proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Scheffer, who 
furnished the geological map appended to the Schuylkill County Report. 

Unfinished business from the last session being called for— 

The Committee to urge the Legislature to pass an act for general 

raccination being called. in, reported progress and asked to be con- 
tinued. 

Dr. Atlee urged the vast importance of this subject. He thought the 
object might be accomplished by insisting that no child should be ad- 





mitted into common schools, unless with a saticfactory certificate of 


vaccination. In Prussia, no child could be admitted to a public school, 
or confirmed by the minister, or bound out an apprentice, unless with 
such a certificate. Some such plan as this was the only means of accom- 
plishing the object. 

Drs. Emerson and Condie stated that the petitions already presented 
to the Legislature intimated the means by which the object could be 
carried out. 

Dr. Atlee was added to the Committee. 

The Committee to whom was referred a plan-investigating the con- 
nection between geological formations and disease, reported that the 
only pr acticable plan for accomplishing this object, would be to analyse 
the County Reports presented from year to year. 

Report was accepted, and Comwittee discharged. 

Dr. Heister moved that County Societies be requested to furnish topo- 
graphical descriptions of their respective counties, accompanied by charts, 
and to describe epidemics of disease, with particular reference to the 
geological formations. Carried. 


Adjourned. 
Friday May 27th.—Afternoon Session. 


The Association met at 4 o'clock; the President, Dr. Corson, in the 
Chair. 

The roil being called, the minutes of the morning session were read. 

Dr. Condie requested the minutes to be amended, relative to a motion 
stated to be made by him, but which should be really attributed to br. 
Burrowes. 

The minutes were adopted. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publication be requested to furnish 
annually, to the Epidemiological Society of London, a copy of all pub- 
lished Transactions of this Society. 

Dr. Robert K. Smith offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this suger B be tendered for the polite 
invitation received to visit the Academy of Natural Sciences, Academy 
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of Fine Arts, U. S. Mint, Laurel Hill Cemetery, Statuary of St. Ste- 
phen’s Church and Girard College; and to Pres. Allen, of the last 
institution, for his attention and hospitality to the members of this 
Society, on the occasion of their visit. 

Dr. Condie presented the following resolution, which being put by 
the Secretary, was passed : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to Dr. Hiram 
Corson, its late President, for the impartial and courteous manner in 
which he has presided over its deliberations during the present session. 

Dr. Turnbull offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the Secre- 
taries for the faithful manner in which they have discharged their labo- 
rious duties. 

Dr. Parry offered the following, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That, for the purpose of acquiring further information in 
relation to the Kine Pock, and increasing facilities for procuring and 
preserving supplies of fresh and genuine vaccine virus, this Society 
recommend to each of the County Societies in the State to appoint a 
Committee to collect any new and useful facts in relation to vaccination, 
and to report the same to a central Committee, to be appointed by this 
Society, at least two weeks before the annual meeting. 

Resolved, That said central Committee shall consist of three mem- 
bers, and it shall be its duty to draw up a synopsis of the reports 
received, and present the same to this Society, at its annual meeting. 

The Chair appointed Drs. E. Parry, H. Carpenter and P. Cassiday a 
Committee under the above resolution. 

Dr. S. Jackson, of Northumberland, in order to expedite and cheapen 
the printing of the Transactions, offered the following, which was 

assed. 

Resolved, That it is recommended to each County Society to send by 
its delegates, to the State Society, one dollar for every five of the mem- 
bers of said County Society, to be paid to the Treasurer.* Each 
County Society to pay the balance of its quota on the delivery of the 
Transactions. 

Dr. Heister offered the following resolutions, which were carried : 

Resolved, That this Society earnestly requests all County Societies 
that have not yet done so, to furnish, at an early period, topographical 
histories of their respective counties, accompanied by charts. 

Resolved, That the annual reports of the different County Societies 
be recommended to have strict reference to the different geological forma- 
tions, in order to ascertain, by a comparison of facts, how far the pre- 
valence of epidemics and other diseases may be influenced by them. 

Dr. Turnbull suggested the propriety of asking the Legislature to pay 
for the printing of the Transactions of the Society. 

After some discussion by Drs. Atlee and Condie, Dr. Coates requested 
Dr. Spencer, of New York to give his views upon this matter. _ 

Dr. Spencer said, that the manner in which they conducted these 


* No Society, however small, to send less than five dollars. 
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matters in New York was very plain and simple. Having fully made 
up, their minds as to the propriety of what they were about to ask for, 
they then endeavored to influence the Legislature, by appealing indivi- 
dually to its older members, and explaining to them the practical bene- 
fits to the community that were sure to result from such a publication. 

Dr. H. 8. Patterson called the attention of the Society to certain 
resolutions which had been laid on the table at the last yearly meeting, 
and which, he stated, now came up to be acted upon. 

Dr. Maybury moved that the resolutions offered by Dr. Emerson, at 
that meeting, be adopted. Agreed to. 

Dr. Condie moved that the resolutions of the Montgomery County 
Society, laid on the table at the last yearly meeting, be indefinitely 
postponed. They were so postponed. 

On motion, Drs. Condie, Norris and Yardley, were added to the Pub- 
lication Committee. 

Dr. moved that the President-elect be requested to deliver 
an address at the opentmg of the next annual meeting. He was so 
requested. ; 

Dr. J. L. Atlee moved that a Committee be appointed to conduct the 
President-elect to the Chair. 

Drs. Atlee and Maybury being appointed a Committee, conducted 
the President-elect to the Chair; when he was introduced to the Society 
by Dr. Corson. | 

Dr. Corson, the President, returned his thanks, upon retiring from 
the Chair, for the courtesy and kindness with which he had been honored 
by the Society. 

Dr. Heister, of Berks County, the President-elect, said that when he 
looked around and saw so many, who were his seniors, he felt, indeed, 
highly honored by his present position. He took great interest in the 
organization of the profession throughout the whole United States, as 
well as in this State. He was among the founders of this Society, and 
his interest in its proceedings was yearly increasing, as, indeed, he 
believed, was that of all the members present. He was glad to see a 
still greater increase in the numbers of the Society, there being eighty- 
five present, an increase of ten over last year. In conclusion, he stated, 
that, with the kind assistance of the members, he would endeavor faith- 
fully to fulfil the duties of his office. 

Dr. Atlee offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the Com- 
mittce of Arrangements for their attention in furnishing such excellent 
accommodation for the session of the Society, and for the zeal mani- 
fested to provide for our comfort and pleasure. 

Dr. Geiger, of Schuylkill County, moved that the next meeting of 
the Society be held in Pottsville, on the last Wednesday in May, 1854, 
at 11 o’clock inthe morning. Adopted. 

Dr. Corson moved that the thanks of the Society be tendered to Dr. 
Spencer, for the donation of a volume of the Transactions of the State 
Society of New York; and that a Committee of three, of which the 
President of the Socicty should be Chairman, be appointed, to take 
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into consideration Dr. Spencer’s atomic theory of vegetable and animal 
life. 

Dr. Heister, the President, declined serving as Chairman. 

Dr. Geiger moved that the President be excused from serving. 

Dr. Corson moved that Drs. Turnbull, Kennedy and Carson be 
appointed. 

Dr. Carson declined. 

Dr. Kennedy also declined. 

After some discussion, Dr. Coates moved for a reconsideration of Dr. 
Corson’s motion. Being put, it was so reconsidered. 

Dr. Coates then moved that the first clause of Dr. Corson’s resolution 
be put by itself, which being done, was adopted. 

Dr. Corson then withdrew the second clause of his resolution. 

There being no further business before the Society, Dr. Atlee moved 
an adjournment sine die. 


Correspondence of the Philadelphia North American and U. 8. Gazette. 
TIE ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF AMERICAN IN- 
STITUTIONS FOR THE INSANE. 
Baltimore, May 11th, 1853. 

In October, 1844, a number of the medical gentlemen connected with 
the institutions for the insane, in different parts of the United States, 
assembled in Philadelphia, and formed the Association whose title is 
given above, and which now holds annual meetings in different parts of 
the country. The association now numbers among its members the chief 
medical officers of thirty-one respectable institutions for the insane in 
nearly every part of the United States and of the British Provinces, and 
has already held two meetings in Philadelphia, one in Washington City, 
one in Utica, N. Y., one in Boston, two in the city of New York, and 
is now holding its eighth in Baltimore. 

Much good has already resulted from the members contributing the 
results of their very extended experience in mental diseases, and by the 
free discussion of all subjects connected with the welfare of the insane, 
and especially in reference to the construction, organization and general 
management of institutions for their treatment. Wherever the meetings 
have been held, the members of the Association have invariably visited 
and carefully ex xamined all the institutions for the insane in the vicinity, 
and have thus become familiar, not only with their good qualities, but also 
with the defects which have sometimes existed, and which the influence 
of the Association has often been instrumental in removing. Various 
valuable essays have been read at the different meetings, and been pub- 
lished in the journals specially devoted to insanity, or in the other me- 
dical periodicals of the country ; and the sentiments of the Association 
have of late been frequently quoted as authority, by various officers of 
the General and State governments, as well as others interested in the 
preparation and management of hospitals for the insane. 

Since the formation of the Association, in 1844, it has had to mourn 
the death of some of the most distinguished of American Physicians who 
have devoted themselves to the treatment of the i insane, and whose labors 
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have been recognized wherever insanity has been studied, or those suf- 
feriug from it been properly cared for. The names of Woodward, Brig- 
ham, Macdonald, and others, will take a place on the scroll of fame with 
those of Pinel, Tuke, i’squirol, Rush, and all the worthies whose be- 
nevolence and determined energy led to a new system of treating the in- 
sane, based upon reason, humanity, and the plainest principles of prac- 
tical christianity. 

This Association, whose history and objects have been briefly sketched 
above, commenced: its 8th meeting, at the Kutaw House, Baltimore, on 
Tuesday, the 10th of May, 1853, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Buttolph, of New Jersey, (the 
Secretary,) and in the temporary absence of the President and Vice 
President, on motion of Dr. Kirkbride, of Philadelphia, Dr. F. T. Strib- 
lers, of the Western Asylum of Virginia, was appointed President pro 
tem. 

On motion of Dr. Fonerden, of Maryland, a committee to prepare and 
arrange business for the meeting was appointed by the chair: Drs. Fo- 
nerden, Kirkbride and Buttolph being the committee. 

On motion of Dr. Kirkbride, the members were authorized to invite 
visitors to attend the sessions of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Tyler, of New Hampshire, a committee, consisting 

f Drs. Tyler, Nicholls and Curwen, were appointed to select a place 
and designate the time for the next meeting of the Association.., 

Dr. Kirkbride exhibited and explained the plans of the new Alabama 
Hospital for the Insane, prepares d under his direction, and which build- 
ing is now being erected at Tuscaloosa, under the supervision of Messrs. 
Sloan and Stew: art, architects of Philadelphia. 

Dr, Nicholls presented and described the drawings for the new United 
States Hospital for the Insane of the Army and Navy, and of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, authorized by an act of the last Congress, and which 
has been already commenced. 

Dr. Nicholls is the Superintendent of this Hospital, and the drawings 
are from his sketches, by Thomas U. Walter, Esq., the Government 
Architect. 

Dr. Stewart, F resident of the Maryland Hospital for the Insane, ex- 
hibited, and had described by Mr. Niernstein, the architect of the build- 
ing, the plans for the new Maryland State Institution for the Insane, 
which has just been located on a fine farm a few miles from the city of 
Baltimore. 

All these plans differ somewhat in their details, but are very similar 
in their general charac ter, aud exhibit very strikingly the immense pro- 
gress that has been made in planning this very important class of public 
institutions. ~ Each is intended to accommodate 250 patients, with the 
necessary officers and attendants. 

It is quite safe to say that, if the plans are faithfully carried out, 
these three hospitals will be the best, and most convenient, as well as 
most truly economical, to be found in any country. The plans presented 
are believed to conform in every essential respect to the principles here- 
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tofore adopted by the Association, and which are now pretty generally 
regarded as authority on the subject. 

Invitations were received and accepted to visit the site of the new 
State Hospital for Maryland, and the Mount Hope Asylum this after- 
noon, the Maryland Hospital on Thursday afternoon, and the site of the 
United States Hospital at Washington on Friday. Adjourned to meet 


at the site of the new hospital at 4 P. M. 


In the afternoon the members of the Association visited the in- 
sane in the Baltimore Alms House, situated en a beautiful farm of more 
than 300 acres, and about two mi iles from the ¢! ity. The general hos- 
pital appears to be well conducted, but the condition of the insane is a 
reproach to the age, and a foul blot on the noble and enlightened city 
and county to which it belongs. Here are seen some of the horrors of 
a past age—fellow beings, male and female, chained by the leg, and 
permanently secured in low, damp, underground apartments, that “ought 
never to be inhabited by those afflicted with any disease,—or exp sed 
like wild beasts under a shed in the small, cheerless yards. Surely such 
a state of things cannot long be permitted, and a visit by the Maryland 
Legislature ought to be sufficient to induce. them to make any appropri: 
tion, or to pass any laws nece ssary to prevent such a state of things SO 
near her beautiful and hospitable Capital, or in any section of the State. 


The Association then proceeded in carriages, under the guidance of 
Dr. Stewart, President of the Board of Truste es, to visit the site of the 
new State Hospital, six miles from Baltimore, and were highly gratified 
with the good judgment which has been exercised in the selection of a 
spot on which it is proposed to erect the noble structure which is to con- 
tribute so essentially to the comfort of the afflicted, and the benefit of 
the whole community. There are one hundred and thirty acres of land 
in the tract, and the views from it are of peculiar beauty, embracing 
Baltimore, the Chesapeake bay, with its shipping, and various other ob- 
jects of interest. 

The following members, representing the various institutions men- 
tioned, are present at the meeting, viz: Dr. Bell, of the McLean Asy- 
lum, near Boston ; Dr. Ray, of the Butler Hospi tal. at Providence, R. I.; 
Dr. Tyler, of the N. H. Asylum at Concord; Dr. W alker, of the South 
Boston Hospital; Dr. Benedict, of the New Y ork State Hospit al at Utica; 
Dr. Brown, of the Bloomingdale Asylum, N. Y.; Dr. Bullock, of the 
King’s County Hospital, near Brooklyn, N. Y.; Dr. Buttolph, of the 
N. . Hospital at Trenton ; Dr. Kirkbride, of the Pe nnsylvania Hospital 
for the Insane at Philade Iphia ; Dr. W orthington, of the Fnends’ Asy- 
lum at Frankford, Pa.; Dr. Curwen, of the Pennsylvania State Hospital 
at Harrisburg; Dr. Stewart, of the Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley ; 
Dr. Fonerden, of the Maryland Hospital; Dr. Stckes, of Mount Hope 
Asylum, Md.; Dr. Nichols, of the U. §. Hospital, Washington City ; 
Dr. Stribling, of the W estern Asylum of Virginia; Dr. Jarvis, of the 
Private Institution of Dorchester, Mass.; Dr. Patterson, of the Indiana 
Hospital; Dr. Kendricks, of the Ohio Hospital at Columbus, and Dr. 
Smith, of the Missouri Hospital at Fulton. Dr. Bell is President of the 
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journed to5} P. M., and then repaired to the Mouut Hope Asylum, 
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Association ; Dr. Ray, Vice President; Dr. Buttolph, Secretary, and Dr. 
Kirkbride, Treasurer. 

Several gentlemen connected with the management of Hospitals for 
the insane are also present by invitation of the Association. 


Even Ling S. $3ion— May 10. 


A paper ¢ on the Lincoln (English) Lunatic Asylum, and a discussion 
of some of the peculiar views there entertaine d, prepared by Dr. Galt, 
of the Eastern Asylum of Virginia, was read, and the principles con- ; 
tained in the paper were critically examined in the discussion which fol- 
lowed, and which was participate di in by Drs. Kirkbri i Benedict, Strib- 
ling, Jarvis, Stewart and Bell; the sentiments of all these gentleme re 
being, on many points, entiré ly at variance with those of the writer 

Dr. Kirkbride read a paper on night watching, and the general care of 
the patients at night in Institutions for the Insane, strovgly urging its 
imports ince, and recomme ‘nding a material extension of the means Cou 
monly employed. The Association then a ljourned till 9 A. M: to-mor- 
row. 

Morning Session— May 11. 

The paper, re ad by Dr. Kirkbride last evening, led to an animated 
aud very interesting discussion, participated in by Drs. Benedict, Smith, 
Stewart, Ray, Jarvis, Walker, Kendricks, Worthington, Brown, Curwen, 
Fonerden, Stribling, Stokes, Nicholls, Battolph, Bell and Kirkbride. 
Tbe customs of all the institutions represente d, in reference to the care 
of their patients at night, were fully examined, and very general uni- 
formity of sentime nt seemed to prevail as to what was desirab ale, althongh 
there is considerable difference still existing in practice on some points 
connected with the subject. 

Some observations made by Dr. Kendricks, of Ohi ., relative to modes 
oce: sionally adopted to break up the bad habits of the insane, led to re- 
marks by Drs. Bell, Kirkbride, Stribling, Jarvis and Benedict, in the 
strongest re probation of the use of any means in our institutions which 3 
partook of the character of punishment. Although temporary benefit _ ie 
might undoubtedly sometimes result, it was believed by the speakers, if 
that this could not be received as a justification of such ine ces, 

Dr. Nicholls read a paper, prepared by Dr. Galt t, on die I gre 3 by the 
Insane,’ which, after a brief discussion, was laid on the table. 

Dr. Jarvis read a very elaborate and valuable paper on the effects of 
over or perverted action of the Brain or Nervous System 2 Mental ey 
Health, which was fully discussed by Drs. Kirkbride, Fonerden, Ray, ae 
Buttolph, Bell, Smith and Jarvis, in decided commendation of the prin- ae 
ciples of education and modes of life recommended. This discussion led +e 
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to a reference to the phrenological doctrines of the agency of the brain 4 
in the action of the mind, on which point the inembers were found to Lak 
entertain quite different sentiments. At 2 P. M. the Asscciation ad- oye @ 
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in the suburbs of Baltimore, but the extension of the city, and the open- 
ing of its streets will soon compel its removal toa more private location. It 
is under the entire control of the Sisters of Charity, Dr. Stokes, its excel- 
lent physician, having charge only of the medical department. 

The Association was received in the kindest manner, and elegantly 
entertained by the Sisters and Dr. Stokes, who exhibited and explained 
the uses of every part of the establishment, which is kept in the neatest 
order ; and the general appearance of the patients is ereditable to all con- 
cerned in their care. After returning from Mount Hope, the Associa- 
tion re-assembled at the Eutaw House, when Dr. Ray read a valuable 
paper ‘on undescribed forms of acute cerebral disease,” detailing a 
large number of cases, and skilfully analyzing the views of various 
writers on the subject. The discussion of this paper was deferred for 
the present. Adjourned till 9 A. M. to-morrow. 

The members of the Asssociation accepted the invitation of Dr. R. S. 
Stewart, the indefatigable and veteran friend of the i Insane, and were 
elegantly entertained at his hospitable mansion during the evening. 


Morning Session—May 12. 


After the reading of the minutes, the Association proceeded to a dis- 
cussion of the paper of Dr. Ray, on certain forms of cerebral disease, in 
which Drs. Kirkbride, Patterson, Walker, Kendrick, Stribling, Bene- 
dict, Brown, Ray and Bell participated. The form of disease referred 
to by Dr. Ray, seemed to differ from that heretofore described to the 
Association by Dr. Bell, and which, although quite prevalent in some 
districts, is entirely unknown in other sections of the United States. 

On motion of Dr. Stribling, a Committee of finance, consis sting of Drs. 
Stribling, Kirkbride and Buttolph were appointed. 

Letters from Drs. Earle and Chandler, relative to reports from Hos- 
pitals, were read and laid on the table. 

The Committee to select a place and chen time for the next meeting 
of the Association, re ‘commended that it be held at the city of Was shing- 
ton, on the ME ‘Tuesday of May, 185 f, at 10 o’clock A. M. 

Dr. Ray moved to amend by Be tituting P rovidence, and fixing the 
time in 1855, but the amemrdtments were | ist, and the recommendation 
of the committee subsequently agreed to, with great unanimity. 

Dr. Kirkbride, by eenen of the hiesthdbinis last year, read a 
series of propositions relative to the prope r organlzi ation of Hos spi tals for 
the Insane, 1 which, after mature consideration and a very full discussion, 
and various ameudments at the afternoon and evening sessions, wer 
unanimously adopted. The proper organization of Institutions for x 
Tnsane is one of the most important measures that ean engage the atten- 
tion of those getting up new Hospitals, or promoting the welfare and 
prospr rity of the old; and the sentiments of the Association on the sub- 
ject, the result, as they are, of long practical experience in every section 
of the country, and thus formally expressed, will, it is hoped, lead to 
important results. / 

Dr. Stewart, the President of the Board of Trustees of the Maryland 
Hospital, by invitation, explained the organization of that institation, 
and gave an interesting statement of his views on the whole subject. 
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THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 


PHILADELPHIA, JUNE, 1853. 


Ne et el 


A considerable portion of our space in this number of the Examiner 
is occupied with Reports of the Proceedings of the American Medical 
Association and of our State Medical Society, both of which held their 
annual sessions within the past month. We have nodoubt that the de- 
tailed accounts of their Proceedings which are presented to our readers 
will be acceptable, for we are satisfied that the interest which is felt in 
the working of our professional organization is strong and universal. 
Qur reports of both the National and State Proceedings will be found, 
we think, a full and faithful record of everything of any interest that 
transpired at either meeting. In the preparation of the Report of the 
Proceedings of the American Medical Association, we have had the op- 
portunity of completing our own notes from the excellent reports of the 
New York Daily and Medical Times, and of the New Jersey Medical 
Reporter, to all of which our acknowledgments are due. The Report of 
the Proceedings of the State Medical Society was prepared from notes 
taken for the Examiner. 

It was the privilege of the editors of this Journal to be present at the 
late meeting of the American Medical Association at New York, and 
we are indeed at a loss for language to express our sense of the mag- 
nificent public reception and cordial private hospitality which the dele- 
gates to that body received from their professional brethren in New 
York. We can only say that it was a reception worthy of the great 
metropolis of the nation and of her high-toned physicians. 

The transactions of the Association were characterized by the great- 
est harmony and discretion, and in interest and importance the scientific 
reports and other papers presented and read were not inferior to those of 
previous meetings. As regards the proposed amendments to the Con- 
stitution, which came up from last year’s meeting, they were indefinitely 
postponed, with the exception of the amendment in favor of a represen- 
iation from the Medical Staffs of the Army and Navy. 

The Proceedings of our State Medical Society were characterized by 
the zeal and spirit which they have always elicited. Eighty-five mem- 


bers were in attendance, and a very large number of highly valuable 
reports from the County Medical Societies were presented and read. 
The meeting was in every respect a most satisfactory and agreeable one. 
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MEDICAL NEWS. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.—Dr. JosepH Lerpy, of Philadel- 
phia, has been appointed Professor of Anatomy in this Institution, in 
plaee of Dr. Horner, deceased. 

We congratulate the friends of this venerable school in the selection 
of one so eminently qualified to occupy the post of the lamented Horner. 
j1is talents and industry cannot fail to win and secure the admiration of 


those who may attend upon his teachings. 


Sr. Josepn’s Hospirar.—Dr. Wm. B. PAGE has been appointed 
one of the Surgeon’s in place of Dr. Horner, deceased. 


By a late paper, we learn the arrival of Drs. Woop and Bacue in 
Paris. 


Drs. Morr of New York, and WARREN of Boston, have been elected 
members of the cademie de Medicine of Paris. 


The seeds of Parsley and Celery have been shown to have a decided 
influence over malarious fevers, although their operation is not equal to 
Quinine. 


It is announced that the second volume of Pereira’s Materia Mediea 
will be arranged for publication in England this summer. 


Dr. WiLLIs G. Epwarps, Professor of Chemical Medicine and P2- 
thological Anatomy in the Medical Department of the St. Louis Uni- 
versity, resigned his chair on the 14th of March, on account of his con- 
‘nued ill health and his consequent anticipated removal from the city. 
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